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To  tiii$  Mayor,  Atdfrmfn  and  Councilors  of  tiif 
County  Borough  of  Gatfshhad. 

In  presenting  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough,  I 
would  respectfully  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  favourable  vital  statistics, 
which  have  characterised  the  year  1942.  At  the  same  time  I confess  with  pleasure 
that  the  rather  pessimistic  prognosis,  which  I based  on  the  vital  statistics  for  1941 
has  not  been  realised.  The  maintenance  of  the  birth  rate  and  the  fall  in  the  death, 
infantile  mortality  and  maternal  mortality  rates  give  every  reason  for  gratification, 
while  the  increase  in  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  noted  in  1941  has  not  been  main- 
tained, although  this  death  rate  still  remains  high.  Perhaps  the  most  happy  feature 
in  the  statistics  is  the  extremely  low  death  rate  from  epidemic  diseases  and  this  is 
not  due  to  their  absence.  The  Council  can  legitimately  claim  that  the  isolation 
hospital  extensions  have  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  this  reduction.  Another  factor 
which  has  played  a part  is  the  local  immunisation  campaign  against  diphtheria, 
which  has  reduced  considerably  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  as  compared 
with  previous  years. 

Much  of  this  report  is  taken  up  with  facts  bearing  on  the  Council’s  policy  of 
improving  the  hospital  facilities  available  for  the  townspeople.  No  one  can  gainsay 
the  tremendous  progress  achieved  in  the  last  seven  years  in  the  local  hospital 
facilities,  which  are  almost  entirely  managed  by  the  local  authority.  Indeed  there 
is  every  possibility  that  the  Council  will  shortly  be  able  to  claim  that  it  has  provided 
a complete  and  accessible  hospital  service  for  the  community,  and  this  mainly 
within  the  Borough. 

In  post-war  planning,  now  much  under  discussion,  it  is  freely  assumed  that 
all  hospital  facilities  should  be  made  free  of  specific  charge  to  the  users,  but  it  is 
not  possible  at  the  moment  to  intiate  such  a procedure  in  Gateshead,  because  of 
the  proviso  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  compels  the  Council  to  enforce  a means 
test  and  recover  maintenance  fees  from  the  patients  or  liable  relatives.  On  the 
other  hand,  workmen,  members  of  friendly  societies  and  other  contributors  to  the 
voluntary  hospitals  have  protested  at  the  Council  claiming  hospital  maintenance 
charges  and  they  have  been  advised  that,  through  their  organisations,  they  may  make 
contributions  to  the  local  authority  and  receive  in  exchange  vouchers  for  the  amount 
contributed,  which  wall  be  accepted  by  the  Corporation  in  payment  of  the  fees 
exacted  after  the  application  of  the  means  assessment. 

Until  the  end  of  the  war,  the  only  other  manner  in  which  this  grievance  may 
be  remedied  is  by  all  the  hospitals  of  the  Tyneside  area,  voluntary  and  municipal, 
setting  up  a joint  hospital  contributory  scheme,  which  would  pay  the  fees  to  each 
hospital  in  accordance  with  the  use  made  by  contributors. 

Attention  is  particularly  drawn  to  the  housing  statistics  in  this  report  and 
to  the  tremendous  task  that  awaits  the  Council  immediately  after  the  war  in  securing 
the  proper  housing  of  the  community. 

During  the  year  it  did  appear  that  the  milk  supply  of  the  country  was  having 
attention  from  the  Government  Departments  concerned,  with  the  view  of  improving 
its  bacterial  purity. 

It  would  be  invidious  for  me  to  single  out  individual  members  of  the  staff, 
and  I would  therefore  commend  to  the  Council  the  very  loyal,  painstaking  and 
extensive  services  which  have  been  rendered  to  the  citizens  by  the  medical  dental 
nursing  sanitary  and  clerical  staff  employed  by  the  health  and  sanitary  committee. 
Many  of  these  have,  in  addition  given  much  voluntary  service  to  the  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Service.  To  all  of  them  I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  and  appreciation 
for  the  volume  of  wurk  carried  through  in  an  exceedingly  busy  year. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  GRANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


PART  I.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


A.  GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  improved  economic  conditions  noted  in  the  Borough  consequent  upon 
war  industry  have  continued  and  unemployment,  as  known  in  pre-war  days,  has 
disappeared.  Two  social  conditions  give  great  cause  for  anxiety.  The  housing 
conditions  deteriorate  from  year  to  year,  some  3,000  houses  of  the  Borough  being 
listed  as  overcrowded,  while  some  1,400  separate  dwellings  have  been  noted  for 
action  under  the  slum  clearance  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts.  The  other  problem 
is  the  position  of  aged  individuals  and  married  couples  who  apparently  have  no 
relatives  interested  in  their  welfare  and  who  become  physically  or  mentally  unable 
to  look  after  themselves. 

B.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Unemployment,  as  known  in  the  past,  has  ceased  to  exist.  The  only  fit  men 
on  the  register  are  those  who  are  passing  from  one  employment  to  another. 

Statistics  of  Poor  Law  Outdoor  Relief. 

By  courtesy  of  the  Director  of  social  Welfare,  Mr.  B.  Waton,  the  following 
statistics  are  included  for  1942: — Average  weekly  number  of  ordinary  “Cases” 
chargeable — 1,250,  able-bodied  “Cases” — 31,  total  cost  of  relief  for  the  year — 
£69,716,  average  weekly  number  of  persons  relieved — Ordinary — men  508,  women 
1,019,  children  736.  Able-bodied — men  21,  women  16,  children  10. 

Indoor  Relief. 

Persons  chargeable  to  Gateshead  in  High  Teams  Institution  at  end  of  year,  273. 


C.  GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Population  (estimated  by  Registrar-General  1942) 105,000 

Population  of  present  Borough  (Census  1931) 124,506 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  4,470 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Valuation  Tists  1942)  32,968 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  23-4 

Number  of  Persons  per  inhabited  house 3*1 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1943  £588,640 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £2,284 

Rate  in  the  £ levied  in  1942-1943  17/6 

D*  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1942. 

Males. Females. Total.  Rate 


Live  Births. 

Begitimate  

891 

875 

1766 

Illegitimate  

39 

30 

69 

Total 

930 

905 

1835 

17.4 

per 

1000 

of  population 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  

26 

32 

58 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

Total 

27 

32 

59 

31.1 

per 

1000 

total  births. 

Deaths 

760 

686 

1446 

13.7 

per 

1000 

of  population 

Hxcess  of  Births  over 

Deaths  

170 

219 

389 

Infantile  Mortality. 


Legitimate  

60 

62 

122 

69  per  1000  live  legitimate  births. 

Illegitimate  

3 

1 

4 

57  per  1000  live  illegitimate  births 

Total 

63 

63 

126 

68  per  1000  live  births. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

a.  From  Sepsis 

1 

052  per  1000  total  births. 

b.  From  other  causes 

4 

2-11  per  1000  total  births. 

Total 

5 

263  per  1000  total  births. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

a.  Pulmonary  

46 

61 

107 

10 1 per  1000  of  population. 

b.  Non-Pulmonary 

13 

6 

19 

.18  per  1000  of  population. 

c.  All  Forms 

59 

67 

126 

1.20  per  1000  of  population. 

Deaths  from  epidemic 

diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

5 

6 

11 

Measles  

3 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea,  infantile 

7 

5 

12 

Total  Zymotic  Deaths 

15 

12 

27 

.25  per  1000  of  population. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

75 

92 

167 

1.64  per  1000  of  population. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  reveals  a further  reduction  of  1,820  on  the 
figure  of  the  previous  year,  but  this  reduction  includes  of  course  the  number  of  men 
absent  on  service  with  H.M.  Forces. 

The  percentage  ratio  of  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age  is  46%  of  the 
total  deaths. 


Births. 

The  local  birth  rate  of  17-4  is  to  be  compared  with  the  national  birth  rate  of 
15-8  per  1,000  and  the  rate  of  17-3  for  the  large  towns  of  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 

The  death  rate  of  13-7  per  1,000  is  also  to  be  compared  with  a rate  of  11-6  for 
England  and  Wales  and  13-3  for  the  great  towns. 

Diseases  responsible  for  mortality  continue  to  be  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation — -351,  24%  of  the  total  deaths  ; cancer — 173,  11%  of  the  total  deaths  ; 
tuberculosis — 126,  9%  of  the  total  deaths  ; pneumonia— 78,  5%  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  decreased  from  90  per  1,000  live  births  in  1941 
to  68  in  1942. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  has  decreased  from  -58  to  -25  per  1,000  of  population 
as  has  also  the  Tuberculosis  Death  rate  from  1 -44  to  1 -20. 

The  maternal  death  rate  has  decreased  to  2-63  from  4-78  last,  year.  The 
cancer  death  rate  is  practically  stationary. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  statistical  rates  for  the  last  10  years  : — • 


,i, 


1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1 

.1 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Population 

105,000 

100,820 

107,200 

116,600  ! 

117,000 

117,600  : 

110.026 

121,200 

123,000 

124,320 

Births. 

Uncorrected 

Number 

1,585 

1 1 

1,606 

1,606  1 

1,695 

1,783 

1,796 

1.903 

1,965 

1,964 

Net  Number 

1,835 

1,853 

1,951 

2,073 

2,011 

2,090 

2,050 

2,202 

2,264 

2,238 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
population 

17.47 

17.3 

18.1 

17.7 

17.1 

17.7 

17.2 

1 

18.1 

18.4 

18.0 

Deaths. 

Registered 

1,342 

1,537 

i 

1,422 

1,243 

1,296 

1,478 

1.429 

1,410 

1,474 

1,516 

Crude  Rate 

12.7 

14.3 

13.2 

10.6 

11.0 

12.4 

12.0 

11. 6 

11.9 

12.1 

Transferred 

out 

58 

93 

75 

60 

59 

88 

73 

70 

74 

92 

Transferred 

in 

i 62 

171 

231 

248 

233 

222 

222 

269 

245 

221 

Net  Number 

1,446 

1,615 

1,578 

1,491 

1,470 

1,612 

1,578 

1,609 

1,645 

1,645 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 

13.7 

i 

15.1 

14.7 

13.1 

12.5 

13.7 

13.2 

13.2 

13.3 

13.2 

Infantile  Mor- 
tality 

Deaths 

126 

1 65 

138 

122 

133 

161 

187 

199 

197 

170 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 

68. 

90. 

71. 

60. 

66. 

77. 

91. 

90. 

87. 

75. 

Maternal 
Death  Rate 
per  1000 
total  births 

2.63 

4.78 

3.5 

6.6 

2.3 

1 

3.6 

6.0 

5.6 

5.9 

3.3 

Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 

1.2C 

1.44 

1.36 

1.18 

1.15 

1.12 

1.12 

1.24 

1.39 

1.37 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate 

.22 

.58 

.24 

.26 

.50 

.45 

.77 

.52 

.69 

... 

Cancer 

Death  Rate 

1.61 

1.63 

( 

1.62 

1.61 

1.6S 

1.67 

1.67 

| 

1.30 

1.43 

1.41 

E.  WARD  STATISTICS. 


Ward. 

pstimated 

Popuh-tion 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Tuberculo- 
sis Death 
Rate 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate 

Cancer 

Death 

Rate 

— 

Respira- 
tory Diseases 
Death  Rate 

North  

7685 

23.0 

15.7 

118 

1.17 

.91 

1.55 

2.08 

North  past 

7102 

19.2 

11.9 

80 

1.40 

.28 

.42 

1.26 

North  West  

12188 

21.1 

13.3 

81 

1.64 

.57 

.82 

1.92 

Central  

9755 

14.9 

18.3 

89 

1.64 

.10 

1.84 

1 .93 

past  Central 

10115 

19.1 

11.6 

67 

1.48 

.09 

1.48 

1.38 

South  Central 

0720 

10.5 

13.4 

97 

.72 

.10 

2.16 

.61 

West  Central 

9685 

15.6 

14.3 

4 6 

1.54 

.31 

2.06 

1.85 

past  

14770 

17.6 

11.7 

38 

1.35 

.20 

1.21 

.94 

South  

11410 

16.9 

14.1 

4 6 

.61 

— 

2.80 

.61 

West  

12570 

17.1 

j 13.9 

51 

.55 

.16 

1.91 

1.43 

105000 

17.4 

13.7 

68 

1.20 

.25 

1.64 

1.38 
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PART  II.— HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A,  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  regard  to  the  hospital  facilities  for  Gates- 
head is  summarised  below  : — 

(a)  Extension  and  renovation  of  the  isolation  hospital  was  completed  in  the 

summer,  but  the  boiler,  power  and  laundry,  plant  provided  in  common 
for  this  hospital  and  new  general  hospital  was  still  in  course  of  equipment 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  expected  to  be  functioning  by  Easter  of  1943. 

(b)  Work  on  the  modified  scheme  for  the  new  general  hospital  made  substantial 

progress,  the  separate  maternity  unit  block  being  almost  finished  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

(c)  The  former  sick  wards  of  the  public  assistance  institution,  now  Bensham 

General  Hospital,  have  been  taken  full  advantage  of  by  the  townspeople 
and  the  number  of  admissions  has  been  trebled  since  the  appropriation. 

(d)  The  opening  of  Poole  Joint  Sanatorium  in  May  for  a limited  number  of 

patients. 

(1)  Sheriff  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

Unexpected  difficulties  delayed  the  completion  of  work  on  the  eastern  pavilion 
until  midsummer.  Then  there  were  made  available  roughly  150  beds  with  adequate 
isolation  and  treatment  facilities  for  every  type  of  infectious  disease.  A new  problem, 
however,  arose  in  a local  shortage  of  hospital  accommodation  for  adult  bone  and 
joint  tuberculosis,  which  also  involved  Newcastle.  After  mutual  consultation  and 
a conference,  the  Gateshead  Council  decided  to  set  apart  the  east  ward  block  for 
the  treatment  of  those  conditions  in  patients  admitted  from  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  areas,  through  the  Tuberculosis  Schemes.  Altogether  some  30  beds 
are  so  provided. 

(2)  Sheriff  Hill  General  Hospital. 

Again  difficulties  with  labour  and  materials  was  responsible  for  delay  in  com- 
pleting this  scheme  upon  the  modified  plan,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  maternity 
unit  and  the  ward  accommodation  together  with  operating  theatre  suite,  X-ray  Depart- 
ment, an  out-patient  department  and  casualty  receiving  department  tv  as  structural^ 
complete,  the  installation  of  fittings  and  the  carrying  out  of  decorative  work  remaining 
to  be  done. 

It  was  intended  to  make  the  staff  of  the  General  Hospital  non-resident  until 
such  time  as  permission  was  given  to  complete  the  nurses’  home.  Similarly  it  was 
intended  to  feed  the  patients  and  the  staff  by  the  use  of  the  isolation  hospital  kitchen, 
transporting  the  food  to  the  General  Hospital.  Unfortunately,  a reconsideration 
of  the  position  would  show  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  billet  the  staff  of  the 
new  General  Hospital  in  the  vicinity,  and  equally  it  would  be  difficult  to  transfer 
the  staff  from  the  existing  nurses’  home  at  Bensham  Hospital.  Nor  would  it  seem 
possible  to  cater  for  such  a large  staff  and  in-patient  population  as  is  provided  for 
in  the  new  General  Hospital  by  the  use  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  kitchen,  which 
is  already  serving  some  160  persons.  Application  has  accordingly  been  made  to 
allow  the  completion  of  part  of  the  nurses’  home  as  originally  intended  and  also  to 
provide  some  of  the  kitchen  facilities  in  the  new  General  Hospital. 

Services  provided  in  Common. 

The  boiler  house  and  laundry  together  with  a mortuary  block  are  provided  in 
common  for  the  isolation  and  general  hospitals.  These  buildings  were  structurally 
complete  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  awaiting  the  installation  of  machinery  and 
fittings.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  the  end  of  June,  1943,  the  entire  hospital  scheme 
will  be  heated  and  will  draw  hot  water  from  the  new  plant,  while  the  laundry  will 
be  operating  to  cover  both  hospitals.  It  is  intended  that  the  new  laundry  should 
carry  out  all  the  laundry  work  of  the  General  Hospital,  Isolation  Hospital,  Whinney 
House  Sanatorium  and  possibly  Bensham  Hospital,  in  addition  to  the  laundry  of 
the  Corporation  Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres. 


(3)  Bensham  General  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  supposed  to  provide  a total  of  450  beds,  350  of  which  are  listed 
as  casualty  beds  within  the  meaning  of  the  emergency  hospital  scheme,  the  remaining 
100  being  beds  reserved  for  chronic  aged  and  infirm  patients  in  a separate  block 


temporarily  loaned  by  the  public  assistance  committee  to  the  hospital  authority. 
Actually  the  position  is  that  the  hospital  is  only  staffed  to  deal  with  250  patients 
at  any  time.  There  are  50  reserve  A beds  and  150  reserve  B beds.  During  1942, 
the  popularity  of  the  hospital  for  maternity  cases  became  almost  a crushing  burden. 
Normally  only  12  beds  were  supposed  to  be  allocated  for  this  work,  but  as  many  as 
25  patients  were  in  residence  with  their  babies  in  the  last  month  of  the  year.  The 
position  therefore  is  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  restrict  admissions  of  maternity  cases 
to  this  hospital  and  in  the  meantime  expedite  the  opening  of  the  special  maternity 
unit  at  the  new  General  Hospital. 


Application  was  made  in  1941  for  the  approval  of  Bensliam  Hospital  as  a com- 
plete training  school  for  nurses.  The  approval  at  present  held  is  that  referable  to 
an  Institution  affiliated  to  a complete  training  school,  namely  the  Sunderland  Royal 
Infirmary.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  General  Nursing  Council  decided  to  grant 
complete  approval,  provided  certain  appointments  on  the  staff  were  adjusted  and 
improvements  carried  out  in  the  old  nurses’  home. 

A gratifying  feature  of  the  work  of  Bensham  Hospital  in  1942  was  the  great 
increase  in  the  amount  of  acute  conditions  treated.  Surgical  and  medical  cases 
of  all  kinds  were  received  and  dealt  with,  while  the  committee  went  on  continuouslv 
improving  the  equipment  and  staff  of  the  hospital.  One  difficulty  which  has  been 
apparent,  is  the  result  of  legislation.  By  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  the  Tocal 
Authority  is  compelled  to  recover  from  the  patient  or  legally  liable  relative  any 
expenses  incurred  in  providing  hospital  treatment.  The  amount  recovered  may 
be  scaled  down  by  the  application  of  a means  test  on  the  patient  or  responsible 
relative. 

In  Gateshead  most  of  the  male  working  population  contribute  to  the  large 
voluntary  hospitals  situated  in  Newcastle  and  are  entitled  to  free  treatment  in  these 
Institutions.  Objection  has  often  been  raised  to  the  presentation  of  an  account  by 
the  Corporation  for  treatment  in  hospital  as  laid  down  in  the  Public  Health  Act, 
on  the  basis  that  contributions  were  being  paid  elsewhere.  Although  the  Council 
does  not  solicit  subscriptions,  it  decided  to  issue  vouchers  in  respect  of  contributions 
paid  to  the  local  authority  out  of  workmen’s  hospital  funds  and  to  accept  these 
vouchers  in  payment  partly  or  wholly  for  hospital  fees  incurred  by  the  contributor. 
This  solution  does  not  however  seem  fair  enough.  It  might  be  desirable  for 
the  Government  to  introduce  legislation  to  alter  the  clause  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  which  deals  with  the  recovery  of  hospital  expenses,  and  so  enable  local  authorities 
to  make  all  hospital  treatment  free  of  specific  charges  to  ratepayers  and  their  families. 
On  the  other  hand  a local  scheme  could  quite  well  be  established,  whereby  all  the 
contributions  from  workmen’s  funds  were  paid  to  a central  hospital  fund,  from  which 
each  hospital  in  the  scheme  could  be  reimbursed  in  accordance  with  the  duration 
of  treatment  given  to  contributors. 


The  whole  problem  is  a matter  very  much  in  the  public  eye  at  present,  as  a 
result  of  the  health  planning  schemes  under  active  consideration. 

Durham  County  Council  inherits  some  hospital  rights  in  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution  on  account  of  the  fact  that  part  of  the  County  area  was  included  in  the 
Gateshead  Union. 


Bensham  Hospital  therefore  still  continues  to  receive  patients  from  the  area 
of  Comity  Durham,  which  surrounds  Gateshead,  namely,  Whickham,  Felling,  and 
Chester-le-Street  Rural  District.  During  the  year  conferences  were  held  between 
representatives  of  the  Gateshead  Health  Committee  and  Durham  County  Council 
Health  Committee,  as  a result  of  which  the  latter  body  agreed  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement  with  Gateshead  Council,  to  cover  the  financial  costs  of  treating  certain 
approved  classes  of  Durham  County  patients  in  Bensham  Hospital. 


(4)  Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital. 

This  Institution  continues  to  provide  accommodation  for  45  children  and  is 
available  as  an  emergency  hospital  to  the  extent  of  20  beds.  The  out-patient 
department  is  also  earmarked  as  a first  aid  post  staffed  entirely  by  volunteer  personnel. 


7 


(5)  Poole  Joint  Sanatorium. 

In  the  month  of  April,  7 beds  became  available  for  Gateshead  patients  in  the 
above  Institution.  These  were  first  of  all  allocated  to  female  patients,  of  whom 
there  was  a large  waiting  list.  The  work  of  completion  of  the  extension  continued 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year  and  it  is  thought  likely  that  roughly  half  the 
Gateshead  quota  of  40  beds  will  be  made  available  early  in  1943. 

(6)  Grants  to  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Gateshead  Council  subsidised  voluntary  hospitals  as 
given  below 


Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle 

Gateshead  Nursing  Association 

Children's  Hospital,  Gateshead 

Eye  Infirmary,  Newcastle 

Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  Newcastle 

Chest  Hospital,  Newcastle 

Babies’  Hospital,  Newcastle 

Gateshead  Dispensary  ... 


Annual  Payment 
£ s.  d. 
...  500  0 0 

...  250  0 0 

...  200  0 0 
...  285  0 0 

...  10  10  0 
...  10  10  0 
...  10  10  0 
...  50  0 0 

...  20  0 0 


The  donation  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  was  double  that  of  previous 
years  while  the  sum  given  to  the  Children's  Hospital,  Gateshead,  includes  payment 
for  the  treatment  of  naso-pharyngeal  defects  in  children  of  school  age. 


(7)  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospitals  Advisory  Council. 

This  body  continues  to  function  actively  and  under  its  promptings  schemes 
are  being  sponsored  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  for  the  improvement  of  bacterio- 
logical and  pathological  facilities  in  the  area.  In  addition  there  is  associated  with 
this  body  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  a regional  hospital  survey,  which  is  being 
carried  out  by  two  expert  officers  specially  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

^8)  Arrangements  for  Special  Surgical  Treatment. 

The  Tocal  Authority  has  arrangements  with  Newcastle  General  Hospital  and 
the  specialists  attached  thereto  for  the  treatment  of  certain  cases  requiring  special 
facilities. 

(a)  Neurological  Surgery. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Rowbotham,  Neurological  Surgeon,  has  supplied  the  following  account 
of  the  work  done  on  Gateshead  patients  during  the  year  1942  : — 

Number  of  patients  seen  in  Gateshead  Hospitals  ...  11 

Number  of  patients  seen  in  consultation  at  the  Newcastle 

General  Hospital  74 

(includes  follow-up  examinations  on  patients  after  their 

discharge  from  unit) 18 

Details. 

Trigeminal  Root  Section  For  Carcinoma  of  Nose  1 

Cordotomy  ,,  ,,  ,,  Cervix  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  Iliac  Fossa  1 

Alcohol  Iniection  ,,  ,,  ,,  Cervix  ...  1 

„ „ „ Tongue  ...  1 

„ „ ,,  Orbit  ...  1 

Removal  of  Cerebral  Tumour  1 

Cerebral  Abscess — Aspiration  and  Drainage  1 

Subdural  Haematoma — Aspiration  and  Drainage  3 

Cerebral  Exploration  1 

Elevation  of  Compound  Depressed  Fracture  and 

Repair  of  Dura  Mater  1 

9th  Nerve  Root  Section  for  Carcinoma  of  Throat  1 

(Division  of  Glosso- pharyngeal  Nerve) 

Encephalography  (3  cases  of  Epilepsy,  1 case  of 

Migrainous  Pain)  4 

Number  of  Patients  admitted  to  Neuro-Surgical  Unit. ..22 
(1  case  readmitted  twice,  1 case  readmitted  once) 


(b)  Prostatic  Surgery. 

8 cases  were  admitted  and  9 operations  performed  as  a result  of  which  7 cases 
were  discharged,  there  being  one  death. 

(, c ) Deep  IK.- Ray  Therapy. 

6 cases  were  admitted  for  treatment  in  the  year. 
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(d)  Chest  Surgery. 

Mr.  George  A.  Mason,  Thoracic  Surgeon,  has  given  the  following  particulars 
of  the  work  done  in  1942  in- 
patients seen  at  Bensham  Hospital  5 

Patients  seen  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital  21 

Patients  admitted  for  operation  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital 12 

Work  Done  : 

Thoracoscopy  and  division  of  adhesions  9 

thorocoscopv  only  1,  drainage  of  pvo- pneumothorax,  1, 
right  phrenic  crush  1 — all  tuberculous  cases 

Patients  admitted  for  operation  to  Shot  ley  Bridge  Hospital 24 

Work  Done  : 

Tuberculosis  (4)  Two-stage  thoracoplcsty  3, 

investigation  of  pericarditis  1 

Neoplasm  (6)  Brochoscopy  5,  investigation  1 

v Bronchieerasis  (7)  ...Thoracotomy  2,  lobectomy 

and  lingulectomy  1,  broncho- 
scopy and  bronchogram  4. 

Collapse  of  Robe  (2) Bronchoscopy  and  bronclio- 

gram  (2). 

Chronic  Nephritis  (1)  Investigation. 

Asthma  and  Bronchitis  (1)  Bronchoscopy  and  broncho- 

gram. 

Recurrent  bronchitis  (1)  Bronchoscopy. 

Cystic  Disease  of  Rung  Robeetomy. 

Empyema  and  cerebral  Bronchoscopy  and  drainage 

abscess 

In  all  the  foregoing  arrangements  the  Local  Authority  makes  an  assessment  of 
the  means  of  the  patient  and  recovers  a portion  or  all  of  the  expenditure  involved. 


(9)  Almoner’s  Department. 

In  January,  Miss  M.  Sawyer  was  appointed  almoner  to  the  health  department 
with  the  duty  of  carrying  out  the  almoner  work  in  connection  with  the  Bensham 
General  Hospital  and  all  the  various  schemes  of  the  Local  Authority,  such  as  special 
treatment,  mid  wives’  fees,  treatment  of  orthopaedic  defects,  dental  treatment  of 
expectant  mothers.  This  appointment  has  been  thoroughly  justified  by  the  results 
and  already  it  would  appear  that  one  almoner  is  insufficient  to  overtake  the  vast 
amount  of  work  which  is  being  performed  under  the  control  of  the  health  and 
sanitary  committee. 


B.  CLINICS  AND  WELFARE  FACILITIES. 


(1)  GREENESFIELD  HEALTH  CENTRE. 
School  Clinic  

Infant  Welfare  Centre  

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Post-Natal  Clinic  

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 


Dental  Clinic  ...  

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  

Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment  ... 
Immunization  Clinic 


9 a. m.— 9-30  a.m.  daily. 

4 p.m.  —5  p.m.  daily — -except  Saturdays. 

2 p.m.  to  5 pan.— Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. — Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 

2 to  5 p.m.  Friday. 

9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  daily  (Saturday,  open  till  12 
noon  only).  Also  open  once  per  month 
on  Wednesday  Rvening  from  5 p.m.  to  6-30 
p.m. 

9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  daily  appointment).  Satur- 
day 9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Twice  monthly  (largely  by  appointment). 

By  special  appointment. 

Daily  (by  appointment). 

Thursday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


12)  GATESHEAD  DISTRICT  NURSES’  HOME. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  Tuesday  2 to  4-30  p.m.  (District  Nurses  cases  only  . 

(3)  BENSHAM  SETTLEMENT. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ...  ...  ...  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. — Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

(Medical  Session — Thursday.  Nurses’ 

Session — T uesday ) . 

(4)  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  HALL,  LOW  FELL. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ...  ...  ...  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. — Wednesday  (Medical  Session). 

(5)  MOORE  STREET  METHODIST  HALL. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ...  ...  ...  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. — Monday  (Medical  Session). 

(6)  WREKENTON  MINERS’  WELFARE  HALL. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon — Alternate  Thursdays. 
Centre 

(7)  VICTORIA  ROAD  METHODIST  CHURCH  HALL. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ...  ...  ...  10  a.m.  to  12  noon— Tuesday. 


(8)  NEWCASTLE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 
Joint  Committee  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 
for  the  Tyneside  Area. 

(Medical  Officer— Dr.  A.  E.  \\\ 
McIYaclilan), 


(9)  BENSHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Consultations  with  visiting  surgeons 
Consultations  with  visiting  physicians 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Medical  Officer's  Hours — Monday  to  Friday — - 

10  to  12  noon  and  2 to  7 p.m.  .Saturday — 

11  to  12  noon  and  4-00  to  6-30  p.m. 

Hours  for  Treatment— 7-30  a.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 

Mondays  to  Saturdays.  10  to  12  noon — 
Sundays  and  Holidays. 

Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  10  a.m. 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  10  a.m. 

2 p.m.  to  5 p.m.  Tuesday. 


The  alterations  from  previous  years  are  due  to  the  absence  of  medical  staff  in 
the  forces. 


C MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(Report  by  Dr.  Margaret  B.  Herbst). 

1.  MIDWIVES. 

Thirty-five  mid  wives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in  the 
Borough.  All  these  are  qualified  by  examination  and  possess  the  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board. 

Routine  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  and 
inspections  made  of  their  register  of  cases,  temperature  charts,  ante-natal  records, 
bags  and  appliances. 

5 midwives  had  their  bags,  appliances  and  clothing  disinfected  during  the  year. 

2.  BIRTHS. 

There  were  1,835  live  births  registered  during  1942. 

Of  the  total  live  births,  930  were  males  and  905  females.  This  represents  a 
birth  rate  of  17-4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  showing  an  increase  of  *1  per  1,000 
from  1941.  69  births  (39  males  and  30  females)  or  3-2  per  cent,  were  illegitimate. 


Attended  by 

No.  of  Live  Births 

No.  of  Still  Births 

Doctors  ... 

296 

11 

Midwives 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital — 

845 

29 

(a)  In  wards  ... 

136 

12 

(b)  At  home  ... 

71 

2 

Bensham  Hospital... 

Nursing  homes  including  Dilston  Hall 

236 

13 

Maternity  Home 

139 

1 

Craigielea  Nursing  Home 

43 

1 

In  299  of  the  doctors’  cases  a registered  midwife  was  in  attendance  as  a maternity 
nurse. 


Stillbirths. 

There  were  69  stillbirths  during  the  year  ; of  these  31  were  males  and  38  females. 
34  were  at  full  term,  1 3 had  reached  the  eighth  month  and  22  the  seventh  month  of 
gestation. 


3.  WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOME  VISITS. 


Infants. 

Born  at  full  term  1563 

Prematurely 76 


Visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  : — 


At  Six  Months. 

Breast  fed  644 

Partially  breast  fed  146 

Artificially  fed  793 


First  visits  after  notification  1747 

No.  of  revisits .* 5862 

No.  of  Stillbirths  visited  69 

Visits  to  children  1 — 5 years  18629 


Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  : — 

First  visits 

No.  of  revisits 


415 

105 
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Miscellaneous  Visits  : — 

1st  Visit 

Revisit 

Total 

Puerperal  disease 

9 

2 

11 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

10 

33 

43 

Pemphigus  

1 

1 

2 

Measles  

— 

— 

841 

German  Measles  

— _ 

— 

65 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

80 

Encephalitis  

— 

- — 

1 

Pneumonia 

138 

11 

149 

Diarrhoea  

— 

— 

11 

Meningitis 



— 

5 

Chicken  Pox  

— 

— 

. 2 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

12 

Mumps  

— 

— 

6 

Scabies 

— 

— 

550 

Midwives  

13 

3 

16 

Tuberculosis  

230 

1871 

2101 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  health 

visitors  during 

the  year  was 

30,72 

4.  ANTE-NATAL  CARE. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  AT  CLINICS. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  : — 


Centre 

No.  of 
Sessions 

No.  of 

1st  visits 

No.  of 
Revisits 

Total 

Attendances 

Average 
per  Session 

Greenesfield 

154 

1308 

2565 

3873 

25.1 

District  Nurses’  Home 

51 

275 

502 

777 

15.23 

Wrekenton 

25 

10 

22 

41 

1.64 

230 

1602 

3089 

4601 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  mothers  who  attended  the  clinic  during  the 
year  : 

910  live  births. 

29  still  births. 

12  miscarriages. 

12  left  the  district. 

42  not  pregnant. 

597  were  undelivered  at  the  end  of  1942. 

22  mothers  were  advised  to  consult  their  own  doctors,  and  10  were  sent  to  the 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital. 


5.  MATERNAL  WELFARE. 

(a)  Maternal  Mortality 

During  the  year  5 women  died  from  conditions  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
parturition.  This  was  4 less  than  last  year. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  : — 


Case 

No. 

Age 

M idwife 
Attending 

Doctor 

Attending 

Booked 

Hospital 

Case 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

1 

Cause  of  Death 

1 

42 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

Collapse,  Hyperemesis  Gravidarum, 
Pregnancy  ( de  livered ) 

2 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

Toxaemia,  Post  abortive  sepsis, 
Natural  abortion. 

3 

32 

Yes 

— 



— 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
(7  mouths  miscarriage) 

4 

23 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Cerebral  embolism.  Confinement. 

5 

43 

— 

Yes 

— 



Toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  Natural 
causes. 
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(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  notified  under  the  regulations  : — 


Case 

No. 

Attendance 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

End  Result 

' 

Remarks 

1 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Transverse  presentation,  Version 
performed,  stillbirth,  adherent 
placenta. 

2 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Ruptured  perineum. 

3 

Doctor 

No 

Recovered 

Retained  membrane. 

4 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Pyrexia  10th  dav. 

5 

Midwife 

No 

Recovered 

Pyrexia  from  3rd  day.  Trouble- 
some cough. 

6 

Doctor 

No 

Recovered 

Pyrexia  4th  dav.  Normal  delivery 

7 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Dacerated  perineum. 

8 

Doctor 

Yes 

Recovered 

Transient  pyrexia. 

9 

Hospital 

— 

Recovered 

Prolonged  labour  ; Caesarean 
section. 

10 

Midwife 

No 

Recovered 

Failed  forceps  ; Version  performed 
T orn  perineum . Mastitis . 

11 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  4th  day 

12 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Breech  delivery:  Prolonged  labour 

13 

Hospital 

— 

Recovered 

Manual  removal  of  placenta. 

14 

Hospital 

— 

Recovered 

Dacerated  perineum. 

15 

Doctor 

No 

Recovered 

Prolonged  labour:  twins:  perineal 
tear. 

16 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Prolonged  labour:  Fpisiotomy  per- 
formed. Retained  membrane. 
Phlegmasia  alba  dolens. 

17 

Midwife 

No 

Recovered 

Mastitis. 

18 

Midwife 

Yes 

Recovered 

Placenta  Praevia.  Severe  ante- 
partum haemorrhage.  Broncho- 
pneumonia. 

19 

Midwife 

No 

Recovered 

Dacerated  perineum. 

(c)  Emergency  Cases. 

(' Treated  by  Doctors  under  Midwives  Act) 

In  253  cases,  where  a doctor  was  not  previously  engaged,  medical  aid  was  called 
by  the  midwife  for  the  mother,  infant  or  both. 

In  197  cases  the  medical  aid  was  for  the  mother  for  the  following  emergencies  : — 


Doctors  called  by 


Municipal  Midwives 

D.N.A.  Midwives 

Other  Midwife 

Albuminuria 

Oedema  of  feet  : high  blood 

1 

1 

— 

pressure 

— 

4 



Rupture  of  Perineum 

56 

28 

1 

Malpresentation 

8 

4 



Adherent  Placenta  ... 

5 

2 

— 

Prolonged  Rahour  ... 

16 

12 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

5 

1 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage 

7 

— 

— 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  . . . 

11 

6 

— 

Maternal  Distress 

1 

2 

— 

Miscarriage 

3 

9 

— 

Disproportion 

2 

— 

— 

Foetal  Distress 

2 

— 

— 

Hydramnios 

Swelling  and  Inflammation  of 

. 

1 

Regs... 

3 

— 

— 

Pain  in  left  side 

1 

— 

— 

120 

74 

3 

In  56  instances  the  medical  aid  was  for  the  infant. 


Municipal 

Midwives 

District  Nursing 
Association 

Haematemesis 

— 

2 

Cyanosis 

1 

— 

Spina  Bifida  ... 

2 



Sudden  death  of  infant 

2 



Dangerous  feebleness  ... 

12 

7 

Rash 

1 

2 

Stillbirth 

— 

i 

Discharging  eyes 

7 

8 

Cough 

1 

— 

Deformities  ... 

3 

1 

Swollen  Glands 

2 

— ■ 

Swelling  left  side  of  face 

1 

— 

Boil  in  ear 

1 



33 

23 
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Hospital  Accommodation  for  Maternity 

The  local  authority  pays  for  the  us< 
Hospital. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the 


during  the  year  : — 

Rive  Births  136 

Still  Births 12 

Abortions  2 

Blood  Transfusions  5 

Removal  of  Retained  Placenta...  1 

Pyelitis  1 


Cases. 

; of  5 beds  in  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity 
Gateshead  cases  admitted  to  this  hospital 


Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  3 

Chronic  Nephritis  1 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  !) 

Ruptured  ectopic  gestation  1 

Oophorectomy  1 

Raceration  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  4 


Of  the  136  live  births,  121  were  delivered  normally,  9 by  Caesarean  section, 
4 had  forceps  deliveries  and  2 had  induced  labours. 

There  are  also  26  beds  in  the  Maternity  ward  of  the  Bensham  General  Hospital 
and  there  were  236  live  births  in  1942. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital  at  Dilston  Hall  was 
utilised  by  Gateshead  residents  in  1942,  when  103  births  took  place. 


Nursing  Home. 

A nursing  home  situated  at  Craigielea,  Low  Fell,  is  registered  to  take  5 maternity 
cases.  During  the  year  57  cases  were  delivered  in  the  home.  44  of  these  were 
Gateshead  residents. 


(d)  Assistance  by  Local  Authority. 

Consultant  and  Emergency  Service 

During  1942  the  local  authority  arrangements  were  used  on  2 occasions  ; on 
both  occasions  the  emergency  team  was  called  to  attend  obstetrical  cases. 

Home  Helps. 

The  names  of  several  home  helps  are  kept  on  a register  at  the  health  department. 
This  service  has  not  been  used  during  the  year. 


Midwifery  Outfits. 

Midwifery  outfits,  containing  clothing  and  bed  linen,  necessary  for  both  mother 
and  infant  are  loaned  out  from  the  ante-natal  clinic. 

During  the  year  13  patients  availed  themselves  of  these  outfits. 


(e)  Municipal  Midwifery  Scheme — (Midwives  Act,  1936). 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  municipal  midwives : — 


Midwife 

NO.  OF 

Cases 

No.  of 
Morning 
Visits 

No.  of 
Evening 
Visits 

A nte- 
Natal 
Visits 

Attended  as 
M idwife 

Attended  as 
Mat.  Nurse 

1. 

66 

15 

936 

159 

309 

2. 

70 

25 

1211 

273 

306 

3. 

29 

41 

1059 

239 

264 

4. 

63 

11 

1118 

211 

313 

5. 

61 

10 

844 

187 

416 

6. 

58 

6 

800 

137 

169 

7. 

92 

1 

1039 

195 

364 

8. 

64 

18 

1171 

212 

393 

9. 

35 

31 

870 

276 

441 

10. 

48 

28 

982 

202 

245 

11. 

23 

— 

325 

70 

84 

12. 

6 

2 

188 

39 

37 

615 

188 

10543 

2200  • 

3341 

The  District  Nurse  Midwives  are  not  booked  individually,  but  take  the  cases 
in  turn.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  : — 


No. 

of  Cases 

No.  of 
Morning 

Visits 

No.  of 
Evening 
Visits 

Ante- 

natal 

Visits 

Attended  as 
Midwife 

Attended  as 
Maternity  Nurse 

287 

120 

5820 

1555 

1627 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  above  cases  : — 


No.  of 

Rive 

Still 

Mis- 

Sent  to 

Maternal 

• 

Cases 

. 

Births 

Births 

Carriage 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Municipal  Midwives 

803 

772 

15 

9 

14 

2 

District  Nurse  Midwives 

407 

372 

14 

12 

9 

— 

1210 

1144 

29 

14 

23 

2 

There  were  12  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  among  the  above. 
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In  250  cases,  where  a doctor  was  not  previously  engaged,  medical  aid  was 
called  by  the  municipal  midwives  or  district  nurse  midwives  for  the  mother,  infant 


or  both. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  fees  : — 

i S.  d. 

Cash  sent  to  Borough  Treasurer  1,54 2 II  G 

Cash  collected  by  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department  269  !)  1 

Amount  written  off  by  Committee  29  12  0 


6.  POST  NATAL  CLINIC. 

This  clinic  is  held  in  the  Greenesfield  Health  Centre  on  Friday  afternoons;  50 
sessions  were  held  and  39  mothers  attended  for  the  first  time  and  made  a total  of 
73  attendances. 

The  following  conditions  were  noted  — 

Anaemia  17  Cystocele  2 

Coecydynia  3 Vaginal  discharge  -1 

Migraine  1 Bronchitis  1 


7.  Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  126  deaths  among  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  68  per  thousand  live  births.  This  is  a decrease  of  22 
from  last  year. 

59  or  46-8%  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  1 month. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


All 

Causes 


f Certified  ... 
Uncertified 


Smallpox  

Chicken  Pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 

Erysipelas  

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous 

Disease  

Meningitis — Not  Tuber- 
culous   

Convulsions  

Laryngitis  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis  

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Suffocation  (overlying) 

Injury  at  Birth  

Atelectasis  

Congenital  Defects  

Premature  Birth  

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

Marasmus  

Other  Causes  


Tot aes 


Under 

1 week. 

1—2 

weeks. 

2—3 

weeks. 

3—4 

weeks. 

Total 

under 

four 

weeks. 

1—3 

months. 

3—6 

months. 

6—9 

months. 

9—12 

months. 

/ 

I 

i 

1 

Total 

)eath 

mder 

year. 

s 

35 

11 

1 

8 

55 

21 

22 

11 

7 

T. 

114 

M. 

54 

F. 

60 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

5 

2 

— 

12 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

z 

— 

— 

z 

— 

z 

— 

2 

z 

2 

9 

•mi 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



- 





9 

•mi 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

6 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

8 

5 

3 

‘ — 

— 

1 

1 

4 

10 

— 

2 

17 

7 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

9 

•ml 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

9 

5 

4 

— 



_____ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

4 

— 

— 

15 

— 

3 

— 

— 

18 

8 

10 

18 

3 

1 

2 

24 

2 

— 

— 

— 

26 

10 

16 

2 





2 

3 

1 

■ - 



6 

4 

2 

4 

2 

— 

2 

8 

5 

3 

3 

— 

19 

12 

7 

38 

11 

1 

9 

59 

22 

27 

11 

7 

126 

63 

63 

14 


8.  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


The  following  summarises  the  work  done  at  various  centres  during  the  year  : — 


Centre 

No.  of 
Sessions 

First 

Visits 

of 

Infants 

Re-visits 

of 

infants 

First 

visits 

of 

children 

1-5  years 

Re-visits 

of 

children 
1-5  years 

Wrekenton... 

,,, 

• • • 

26 

38 

238 

28 

217 

Victoria  Road 

... 

... 

50 

141 

822 

75 

510 

Moore  Street 

... 

... 

49 

158 

1111 

129 

833 

bow  Fell 

... 

... 

51 

210 

2314 

118 

1347 

Bensham  ... 

... 

... 

100 

286 

1819 

131 

1332 

Greenesfield 

... 

... 

100 

401 

2039 

333 

1747 

376 

1234 

8343 

814 

5986 

Centre 

Total 
No.  of 
attend- 
ances 

Average 
Attendance 
at  Drs. 
Session 

Average 
Attendance 
at  Nurses 
Session 

Infant 
Examina- 
tions by 
Med  ica  1 
Officer 

Average 
No.  of 
Consulta- 
tions per 
Session 

Wrekenton 

• • • 

• • » 

521 

■ 

20.03 



251 

9.65 

Victoria  Road 

... 

... 

1548 

30.96 

6 32 

12.64 

Moore  Street 

... 

2231 

45.53 

. 

877 

17.99 

bow  Fell  ... 

... 

3989 

78.21 

1089 

21.35 

Bensham  ... 

... 

... 

3568 

38.25 

33. 

1085 

22.7 

Greenesfield  House 

... 

... 

4520 

57.22 

33.19 

1414 

26.80 

I 

16377 

47.2 

33.1 

5348 

19.5 

Treatment. 

During  the  year  506  children  were  referred  to  the  minor  ailments  clinic;  they 
made  2,970  attendances. 

The  conditions  treated  were  as  follows  : — 


Ringworm— Head  — ■ 

Body  3 

Scabies 121 

Impetigo 71 

Septic  Sores  11 

Eczema  and  Dermatitis  29 

Other  Skin  conditions  93 

Blepharitis  9 


Conjunctivitis 42 

Keratitis  and  Corneal  Ulcers  3 

Other  Eye  conditions  11 

Otitis  Media  34 

Cerumen  3 

Diphtheria  Carriers  .3 

Other  Defects 69 


66  children  were  referred  to  the  refraction  clinic,  the  following  are  the  particulars:— 


No.  of  appointments  made  66 

No  of  appointments  kept 58 

No.  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed  47 
No.  who  obtained  Spectacles  31 


Voluntary  Workers. 

As  in  previous  years  the  voluntary  workers  have  rendered  great  assistance  at 
all  the  centres.  Their  services  are  very  much  appreciated.  These  ladies  give  up 
a great  deal  of  their  time  to  the  work  and  attend  regularly  every  week  or  fortnight 
as  they  arrange  among  themselves.  Some  of  them  make  tea  for  the  mothers,  whilst 
others  assist  with  the  clerical  work.  They  also  interest  the  mothers  in  sewing  and 
knitting  for  their  children  and  give  a great  deal  of  helpful  instruction  to  these  mothers. 
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9 (a).  THE  NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

The  Nursery  School  at  Bensliam  Grove  Settlement  had  100  children  on  the 
books  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


9 (b).  WAR  TIME  NURSERY. 

A war-time  nursery  to  accommodate  40  children,  20  under  2 years  and  20 
2-5  years,  was  opened  in  Holy  Trinity  Vicarage  on  March  5th.  The  children  were 
admitted  on  Monday,  March  9tli,  and  seven  were  present  on  the  first  day,  the 
remainder  were  taken  a few  at  a time  until  the  forty  places  were  all  filled  by  the  end 
of  April.  The  mothers  of  the  children  attending  the  nursery  are  all  in  full  time  work 
and  leave  the  children  from  7.30  a. m.  onwards  until  6.30  p.m.  Three  meals  a day 
are  given  and  as  the  allowance  of  food  is  generous,  the  meals  have  been  well  balanced 
and  varied. 


The  children  have  been  taught  to  be  self-reliant  and  have  been  trained  in  good 
social  habits  at  the  table  and  in  their  behaviour  towards  each  other.  As  a social 
experience  the  nursery  has  been  a success,  but  as  was  expected  among  such  young 
children,  the  record  of  infectious  disease  has  been  high. 


It  has  been  found  that  one  child  commencing  with  an  infectious  disease  has 
infected  all  the  susceptible  children  in  the  nursery,  despite  all  efforts  at  isolation 
and  careful  management.  Since  the  opening,  81  children  have  been  in  the  nursery 
and  during  the  year  there  has  been  the  following  list  of  infectious  diseases  : — 


Chicken  Pox 

Measles  and  German  Measles 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Broncho-Pneumonia 
Dysenterjr  (Sonne) 


31 

31 

2 


cases 


M 


...  xi  ,, 

among  the  children  and  one 
probationer  was  affected. 


All  the  children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria.  They  are  all  examined 
at  regular  intervals  both  medically  and  dentally  and  the  parents  have  been  notified 
of  any  defects  found.  Treatment  has  been  obtained  in  most  cases. 


There  is  a lengthy  waiting  list  for  places  in  the  nursery  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  an  extension  to  accommodate  another  forty  children  was  in  course  of  erection 
in  the  grounds  at  the  present  nursery. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  80  places  are  all  filled  and  there  are  three  more 
nurseries  in  prospect. 


10.  ASSISTED  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOOD  SOLD  DURING  1942. 

1,324  packets  of  dried  milk,  3,017  half  pounds  of  Virol,  750  half  pounds  of 
Numol,  543  lbs.  of  Malt  and  Oil,  1,658  tins  of  Maltoline,  354  tins  of  Ovaltine,  1,522 
jars  of  Vimaltol  and  27  jars  of  Marmite  were  issued  at  various  prices  at  the  Welfare 
Centres.  Receipts  amounted  to  £515  7s.  64d.  against  a cost  of  £512  19s.  9Jd. 


11.  INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Sections  206-220. 

On  January  1st,  1942,  there  were  11  children  on  the  register,  6 males  and  5 
females.  During  the  year  2 additions  were  made  to  the  register  and  5 were  removed 
from  the  register  for  the  following  reasons  : — 


Transferred  to  other  local  authorities  ...  ...  2 

Regally  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Over  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Returned  to  relatives  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  8 children  on  the  register,  5 males  and  3 females. 


12.  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  7 cases  notified  during  the  year  and  three  were  sent  into  Sheriff 
Hill  Isolation  Hospital  ; the  others  were  treated  at  home  either  by  the  health 
visitors  or  district  nurses.  The  vision  was  unimpaired  in  all  cases. 
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13.  ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY  THERAPY. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  children  who  have  attended  and  of  the 
results  of  treatment  so  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained  : — 


Children  under  5 years. 


Reason  for  Treatment 

No.  Treated 

Result 

1 mproved 

Stationary 

Worse 

Lapsed 

Rickets  

143 

85 

27 

2 

29 

Debility  and  not  gaining  weight 

42 

28 

— 

I 

13 

Anorexia  

17 

14 

i 

9 

Adenitis  

5 

4 

— 

l 

A tia.emia 

9 

8 

l 

Tavp  Pnnrlitimm  

9 

9 

Bronchitis  

3 

l 

2 

— 



Nasal  Catarrh  

3 

2 

— 

i 



224 

144 

29 

5 

46 

14.  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  FOR  AILING  CHILDREN. 

Children  found  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  to  be  suffering  from  defects  are 
sent  to  : — 


(а)  The  Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

(б)  The  Babies’  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

(c)  The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary. 

158  children  were  referred  to  the  Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons : — 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  59 

Phimosis  72 

Umbilical  or  inguinal  hernia  16 

Tongue  tied  5 

Feeding  dyspepsia  1 

Pyloric  Stenosis 1 

Miscellaneous  6 


8 children  were  sent  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  for  the  following  reasons  : — 


Pyloric  Stenosis  1 

Naevus  3 

Hare  lip 1 

Miscellaneous.  3 


Special  Cases. 

Two  deaf  and  dumb  children  who  have  been  resident  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution  in  Manchester  became  of  school  age  during  the  year  and  were  transferred 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


15.  DENTAL  TREATMENT  OF  MOTHERS  AND  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  5 YEARS 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  : — 

Pre-School  Children. 


Number  inspected 213 

Number  treated  188 

Number  of  extractions— 

General  anaesthetic  727 

No.  of  Fillings  j 36 

No.  of  other  operations  129 


Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 


Number  examined  (new  cases)  226 

Number  treated  436 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  864 

Number  of  extractions — 

I,ocal 127 

General  2570 

Fillings  26 

Other  operations  45 

Dentures  fitted  159 


MARGARET  B.  HERBST,  M.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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D.  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

From  the  separate  report  for  the  school  medical  service,  which  is  made  to  the 
Education  Committee,  the  following  facts  are  extracted  : — - 

Elementary  school  children  in  the  Borough  were  estimated  to  be  15,062  in  the 
middle  of  1942  and  491  children  were  estimated  to  be  in  reception  areas. 

The  schools  were  opened  during  the  year  with  one  exception. 

The  principal  public  health  feature  was  the  conduct  of  a systematic  campaign 
for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria. 

E.  ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. 

(Report  by  J.  K.  Stanger,  F.R.C.S.,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon). 

The  orthopaedic  scheme,  which  embraces  children  under  school  age,  school 
children,  and  cases  of  bone  and  joint  tuberculosis,  continued  to  operate  during  the 
year  by  means  of  fortnightly  medical  sessions  and  daily  afternoon  sessions,  at  which 
the  masseuse  gave  necessary  treatment  in  the  health  centre. 

22  medical  sessions  were  held  in  the  Greenesfield  Health  Centre  and  2 at  the 
Open  Air  School. 


New  Cases. 

Altogether  159  were  dealt  with  and  of  these  112  were  school  children  (20  of 
whom  were  seen  at  the  Open-Air  School),  40  were  children  under  school  age 
and  7 were  cases  with  active  or  arrested  tubercular  disease  of  joints. 


Cases  already  under  Treatment. 

In  addition  109  old  cases  made  377  visits  to  the  orthopaedic  surgeon.  Of  these 
78  were  school  children  who  made  234  visits  29  children  under  school  age  who  made 
130  visits  and  2 were  tuberculous  children  who  made  13  visits. 

The  following  represents  a summary  of  the  patients  within  the  Borough  suffering 
from  orthopaedic  defects,  who  have  been  in  attendance  at  the  municipal  orthopaedic 
clinic  during  the  year  : — - 


Congenital  Defects. 


New  cases  Old  cases 


Talipes  6 7 

Syndactyly  1 

Sprengel’s  Deformity  of  the 

Shoulder  1 1 

Dislocation  of  Hip  0 1 

Frb’s  Palsy  2 4 

Torticollis  1 2 

Absence  of  Hand  1 1 

Hemihypertrophy  of  lower  limb  ...  1 — 


Deformities  of  the  Feet. 

Flat  feet  

Hallux  Rigidus  

Pes  Cavus  

Metatarsus  Adductus 
Hammer  Toe  


72 

3 

1 


2(5 

1 

5 

i 

i 


Rickets  and  post  rachitic  deformities  ...  22  20 

Diseases  of  Joints. 

Tuberculosis  7 2 

.Septic  Arthritis  1 

Kohler’s  Disease  1 1 

Perthe’s  Disease  5 3 


Nervous  Diseases. 

Hemiplegia  

Diplegia  

Sequelae  to  Infantile  Paralysis 

Muscular  Dystrophy  

Hysteria  

Postural  Defects. 

Postural  Scoliosis 14  8 

gateral  Curvatures  2 1 

Kyphosis  2 2 


8 

1 

6 

1 

1 
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New  Cases  Old  Cases 


Fractures  .3  1 

Miscellaneous. 

Amputations  — - 1 

Volkman’s  Ischaemic  Contracture  — 1 

Mallet  Finger  ] 

Renal  Rickets  1 

Sterno  Mastoid  Tumour  ..  - 1 

Ganglion  1 1 


Totals  159  109 

Treatment. 


29  children  were  recommended  operative  treatment  and  in  26  cases  this  was 
carried  out  at  Bensham  Hospital  as  follows  : — 


Metatarsus  Adductus  1 

Talipes  7 

Genu  Varum 3 

Renal  Rickets  (treatment)  1 

Traumatic  Injuries  1 

Ganglion 1 

Amputations  2 

Hemiplegia  4 

Joint  Deformities  2 

Kohler’s  Disease  1 

Perthe's  Disease  2 

Torticollis  1 


26 

72  children  were  recommended  orthopaedic  appliances  and  56  were  actually 
supplied  with  these  during  the  year.  These  cases  are  regularly  reinspected  by  the 
masseuse  at  daily  afternoon  sessions.  Analysis  of  these  figures  show  that  44  school 
children  were  recommended  appliances  and  30  actually  supplied,  28  pre-school 
children  recommended  and  26  supplied,  while  1 tuberculosis  case  was  similarly 
supplied. 

Physical  Treatment. 

79  patients  who  required  massage  and  remedial  exercises  attended  the  masseuse’s 
sessions.  In  addition  11  children  front  the  Open  Air  School  also  required  treatment. 


There  are  listed  below  : — 

Flat  Feet  

No.  of  Cases 

68 

No.  of  Treatments 
852 

Pes  Cavus  

1 

1 

Renal  Rickets  

1 

17 

Scoliosis  

16 

319 

Diplegia  

1 

12 

Hrb’s  Palsy  

3 

45 

Total  

90 

1246 

F.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE. 

From  the  Acting  Secretary  to  Gateshead  National  Health  Insurance  Committee, 
the  number  of  insured  persons  on  the  Index  Register  is  given  as  49,063,  an  increase 
of  258  on  previous  year.  There  were  67  doctors  under  agreement  with  the  Committee, 
of  whom  29  have  more  than  500  persons  on  their  lists.  There  are  43  firms  of  druggists 
under  agreement  to  supply  drugs. 

Of  the  37  practitioners  mainly  practising  within  the  Borough,  8 were  on  service 
with  H.M.  Forces  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


G.  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Return  of  work  in  1942. 


Men 

Women 

Children 

T otal 

Received  Medical  and 

Outdoor  Relief 

710 

725 

270 

1705 

Received  Medical  Relief 

only  

152 

120 

55 

327 

862 

845 

325 

2032 

This  total  of  2,032  is  816  less  than  last  year. 

H.  GATESHEAD  DISPENSARY. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  C.  Hall,  Resident  Medical  Officer,  for  the  following 
information.  There  were  1,407  letter  patients  (686  home  patients  and  721  out- 
patients) and  19,756  casual  patients,  140  accident  cases,  a grand  total  of  20,040 
patients  treated,  as  compared  with  21,408  last  year. 
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I.  GATESHEAD  PUBLIC  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Since  1925  this  area  has  been  served  by  a Public  Medical  Service  established 
by  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  town  for  the  dependants  of  insured  persons 
and  others  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  usual  fees  for  medical  service.  38  practitioners 
are  members  of  the  scheme,  the  administrative  details  of  which  are  managed  by 
Mr.  John  Mitchell. 

The  area  covered  by  the  scheme  was  in  1940  extended  so  as  to  include  sur- 
rounding districts  and  at  the  end  of  1942,  25,000  persons  were  covered  by  the  scheme, 
an  average  of  635  per  practitioner. 


J.  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

The  Gateshead  District  Nursing  Association  employs  1 superintendent  nurse, 
1 assistant  superintendent  nurse,  10  nurses  and  5 nurse  midwives,  all  of  whom  are 
state  registered,  and  live  in  the  Association’s  Nurses’  Home,  Coats  worth  Road, 
which  also  includes  premises  used  as  an  ante-natal  clinic. 

The  5 nurse-midwives  employed  form  part  of  the  local  authority’s  provision 
of  midwives  under  the  Act  of  1936. 

The  home  nursing  service,  maintained  for  medical  and  surgical  nursing  in  the 
home,  takes  up  the  time  of  the  10  nurses. 

xlltogetlier  1,206  cases  were  nursed,  entailing  30,875  visits  to  the  homes  of  the 
sick.  Of  the  cases  attended  at  home  772  were  referred  by  private  practitioners, 
170  by  friends  of  patients,  20  by  district  medical  officers,  68  by  dispensary  doctors 
and  4 transferred  from  Midwifery  Service.  Nursing  appliances  were  loaned  to 
339  cases. 

The  visits  to  sick  persons  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Provident  members  18,806 

Necessitous  cases  (free)  5,066 

Paying  patients  2,212 

Dispensary  patients  2,890 

Public  Assistance  Cases  1,550 

National  Health  Insurance  patients  351 


K.  AMBULANCE  PROVISION. 

Apart  from  the  A.R.P.  ambulance  service,  the  local  authority  provision  of 
ambulances  can  hardly  be  considered  adequate.  There  are  two  isolation  hospital 
ambulances  and  one  General  Hospital  ambulance,  in  addition  to  one  kept  by  the 
Police  for  street  accidents.  One  other  old  ambulance  is  still  kept  in  reserve  in  case 
of  breakdown.  In  view  of  the  future  opening  of  the  General  Hospital  it  would  appear 
that  one  additional  ambulance  should  be  purchased  to  serve  the  new  General 
Hospital,  and  in  particular  the  maternity  unit.  The  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  Scheme 
includes  garage  provision  for  four  ambulances  and  the  Council  have  agreed  on  a 
centralised  scheme  whereby  this  block  may  at  some  time  in  the  future  be  utilised 
to  provide  a day  and  night  ambulance  service  for  the  citizens  of  the  town. 


L.  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

Report  of  Health  Department  Laboratory  at  Greenesfield  House. 


Swabs  for  diphtheria  Due  ill  i 
Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 
C.S.  Fluid  for  Organisms  .. 
Blood  for  Widal  Reaction  .. 
Smears  for  Organisms  


Totals 


Positive 

Negative 

T otal 

467 

1209 

1676 

.57 

353 

510 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

46 

624 

1562 

2236 

Much  of  the  work  formerly  carried  out  in  this  laboratory  for  the  Isolation  Hospital 
is  now  done  within  the  hospital  by  the  resident  medical  officer. 
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Report  of  King’s  College  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Newcastle. 

(a)  General  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk- — 


T.T.  Milk  1 

Accredited  Milk  2 

Pasteurised  Milk  IS 

Ordinary  Milk  5 

— 20 

( b ) Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  0 

( c ) Bacteriological  Examination  of  water  20 

(d)  Faeces  culture  271 

(e)  Agglutination  tests  10 

(/)  Suspected  Foodstuffs  1 4 

(g)  Virulence  tests  of  swabs . 15 

(h)  Wasserman  tests  (practitioner’s  specimens)  F5 

(i)  Cerebro- Spinal  Fluids  15 

O')  Blood  Cultures  • 6 

( k ) Urine  10 

(/)  Swabs  for  .Streptococci  7 

( m ) Pleural  Fluids  5 

( n ) Pus  10 

(o)  .Specimens  from  Y.D.  Clinic  and  Hospitals — 

(1)  Blood  Wassermann  test  833 

(2)  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid — Wassermann  39 


(3)  Gonoccoccal  Complement  Fixation  Test  246 

(4)  Other  examinations  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  28 

Report  of  Pathologist,  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary. 


{a)  Pathological  Examination  of  Tissues  23 

( b ) ,,  ,,  Blood  21 

(c)  ,,  ,,  Urines  2 


( d ) ,,  ,,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  1 

Of  the  foregoing,  3 bacteriological  specimens  and  46  pathological  were  examined 
for  Bensliam  General  Hospital.  In  addition,  3 specimens  were  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh. 

Tt  is  worth  while  to  note  that  the  Laboratory  Service  of  the  Town  embraces 
the  use  of  a small  laboratory  in  the  public  health  department,  which  carries  out 
the  examination  of  practitioners’  and  contact  swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli,  sputa 
received  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  smears  derived 
from  the  clinics  and  from  suspected  cases  of  ophthalmia.  The  more  difficult  samples 
to  examine  are  sent  to  the  College  of  Medicine  Laboratory  and  the  Corporation  is 
charged  a definite  fee  for  each  examination.  This  fee  fluctuates  with  the  type  of 
specimen  sent  for  examination. 

The  position  is  therefore  that  the  more  bacteriological  examinations  there 
are  carried  out,  the  higher  the  cost  to  the  Corporation.  Such  a proviso  militates 
against  full  use  being  made  of  the  existing  bacteriological  facilities.  For  instance, 
as  part  of  an  epidemiological  intelligence  one  would  like  to  have  a note  of  the  type 
of  causal  bacteria  in  each  case  of  diphtheria  that  came  to  light  in  the  town.  There 
should  also  be  much  more  frequent  examination  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli,  but  these  examinations  are  the  most  costly  in  the  series  as  they  involve  the 
use  of  animals.  It  seems  therefore  that  in  an  area  like  Tyneside,  there  should  be 
some  scheme  propounded  by  the  various  local  authorities  for  the  joint  provision 
of  a unified  and  comprehensive  laboratory  service,  embracing  not  only  bacteriology 
but  also  pathology,  biochemistry  and  chemical  analysis.  It  is  certain  that  such  a 
provision  would  not  only  be  more  economical  but  very  much  more  efficient. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  for  the  costs  of  running  the  present  laboratory 
within  the  health  department  and  the  costs  of  examination  of  specimens  sent 
elsewhere  a far  greater  number  of  specimens  could  be  examined  and  a real  impetus 
given  to  the  detection,  prevention  and  treatment  of  diseases,  not  only  of  the  notifiable 
but  even  of  the  non -infectious  variety. 

As  a personal  opinion,  it  may  be  stated  that  a laboratory  institute,  staffed  and 
equipped  to  provide  the  four  types  of  service,  could  also  be  made  use  of  in  the 
hospital  services  of  the  local  authorities,  and  thus  raise  this  at  least  to  the  level 
of  efficiency  to  be  found  only  in  the  hospitals  associated  with  the  medical  teaching 
schools  of  the  country. 

M.  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 


During  the  year,  the  following  were  admitted  to  institutions  : — 


Males  j Females 

Total 

Under  16  years  of  age  

2 2 

4 

Over  16  years  of  age 

4 • 2 

6 

6 1 4 

10 

21 


The  number  of  defectives  remaining  under  care  is  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

T ofal 

In  Certified  Institutions  : — • 

Under  16  years  of  age  

14 

14 

28 

Over  16  years  of  age 

66 

65 

128 

On  licence  from  Institutions  

10 

6 

13 

Under  guardianship  

4 

if 

13 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  

77 

69 

116 

In  Poor  L,aw  Institutions— not  certified  

In  Institutions  to  which  the  Authority 

12 

12 

24 

contribute  under  permissive  powers 

6 

8 

14 

In  Institutions,  maintained  by  rarents  

• ) 

1 

3 

Awaiting  Institutional  Care 

\ 

•> 

3 

189 

183  ■ 

372 

A further  four  defectives,  3 females  and  1 male,  belonging  to  Gateshead  are 
maintained  by  the  Rampton  State  Institution. 


N.  HEALTH  EDUCATION  AND  PROPAGANDA. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  continue  the  contribution,  formerly  given  each 
year  to  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Educa- 
tion which  will  in  future  carry  out  V.I).  propaganda  in  addition  to  propaganda  on 
other  subjects.  The  local  authority  did  its  best  to  collaborate  with  the  Central 
Council  during  1942  in  enlightening  the  public,  particularly  in  regard  to  diphtheria 
immunisation. 


PART  III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company’s  monthly  statement  of  “Water 
in  Store",  expressed  in  terms  of  “million  gallons",  showed  a variation  between 
5,183  in  March  to  3,005  in  November,  rising  to  a total  of  3,791  at  end  of  December 

Samples  of  the  supply  were  examined  each  month,  and  the  following  are  reports 
typical  of  the  average  results. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  TESTS  (20  Samples). 


Source 

Gravitation 

Main 

Beacon  I,ough 
Reservoir 

Carr  Hill 
Reservoir 

Month 

Ma  rch 

June 

October 

Tests. 

• 

(1)  Coli-aerogeues  “Presumptive”  

0 

0 

1 

(2)  Total  colonies  developing  on  agar 

at  37°C  (48  hours) 

(3)  Total  colonies  developing  on  agar 

at  20° — 22°C  (3  days)  

(4)  Streptococci 

25 

47 

Negative 

13 

20 

Negative 

l 

2230 

Negative 

Two  samples  taken  in  February  and  March  gave  counts  of  presumptive  B.  Coli 
of  5 and  2 per  100  ml.  of  water. 

The  Water  Company  were  informed  and  undertook  to  flush  their  mains  in  the 
districts  affected.  All  other  samples  were  satisfactory. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS  (14  Samples). 


Source 

Gravitation 

Main 

Beacon  Tough 
Reservoir 

Carr  Hill 
Reservoir 

Month 

March 

June 

October 

1. 

Total  solid  matters  in  solution  ... 

16.000 

14.000 

11.000 

2. 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  

1.420 

1.420 

1 .085 

3. 

Free  Ammonia  

0.01 4 

0.017 

0.008 

4. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

0.012 

0.007 

0.006 

5 . 

Nitrogen  (as  Nitrates)  

0.073 

0.083 

0.037 

6. 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours)  

0.299 

0.207 

0.356 

7. 

Total  hardness  

14.7° 

10.0° 

8.0° 

8. 

Permanent  hardness  

4.9° 

3.0° 

2.0° 

9. 

Tend  and  Copper  

— 

— - 

10. 

Iron  

— 

— 

— 

11 . 

Appearance  and  colour  

Almost  clear 

Clear 

Faint  yellow  & clear 

12. 

Smell  and  taste  

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Faint  earthy. 

13. 

Microscopical  examination  of 

deposit  

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 
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B.  SEWERAGE,  DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  question  of  the  proposed  Ellison  Road  outfall  sewer  continues  to  be  the 
subject  of  negotiation  with  the  Wliickham  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  No  works  were  carried  out  in  1942  towards  the  provision  of  suitable 
drainage  for  the  area  of  Newall  Terrace,  Riddell  Terrace  and  Eslington  Park,  a 
district  which  is  extensively  flooded  when  there  is  an  excessive  rainfall  combined 
with  a high  springtide. 

The  closet  accommodation  in  the  Borough  (with  the  exception  of  a few  houses 
where  sewers  are  not  available)  consists  of  water  closets. 

C.  RIVER  POLLUTION. 

The  pollution  of  the  River  Tyne  continues  to  increase,  with  the  addition  of 
industrial  waste,  as  well  as  untreated  sewage  of  the  riverside  towns. 

D.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  work  of  public  cleansing  was  carried  out  during  the  year  and  no  complaint 
was  received  in  connection  with  the  collection  of  refuse. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  \\T.  C.  S.  Culley,  M.Inst.P.C.  Cleansing  Superintendent, 
for  a summary  of  the  year’s  work. 

Collection  of  House  and  Shop  Refuse. 

Details  of  Receptacles  : — 


Xo.  of  Ashbins  and  Dry  Boxes  35102 

No.  of  Box  Closets 35 

No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  31 


Collection. 

The  total  number  of  calls  for  ashbins  and  boxes  at  all  classes  of  premises  for 
refuse  during  the  year  was  1,775,015. 

Salvage  of  waste  materials  has  been  continued  during  the  year  in  the  National 
interest.  The  amount  collected  and  returned  to  industry  amounted  to  1,869  tons, 
13  cwts.  and  the  value  £6,075  2s.  0d.,  as  against  1556  tons,  7J  cwts.  and  the  value 
ol  £6,905  2s.  Id.  disposed  of  during  the  previous  year. 

Disposal. 

The  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


House  and  Shop  Refuse 27941 

Street  Sweepings  and  Gully  Contents  1636 


The  whole  of  this  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  owned 
by  the  Corporation  as  follows  : — 

Church  Quarries 15150  tons  Farnacres 1443  ) tons 


Street  Cleansing. 

There  are  123-4  miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes  within  the  Borough,  all  of 
which  are  regularly  cleansed. 

E.  SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Samples  of  the  water  were  taken  from  the  two  Public  Swimming  Baths  at 
Mulgrave  Terrace  and  Shipcote  in  June  and  September. 

(1)  Mulgrave  Terrace. 

The  water  is  subject  to  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  treatment,  and 
the  bacteriological  results  were  very  satisfactory,  B.  Coli  not  exceeding  1 per  100  ml. 
in  each  case. 

(2)  Shipcote  Baths. 

These  baths  were  opened  for  public  use  on  April  29tli.  The  water  is  filtered  and 
is  not  chlorinated,  but  ozonised.  The  bacteriological  result  in  June  showed  a 
presumptive  B.  Coli  count  of  8 per  100  ml.  and  in  September  of  90  per  100  ml., 
following  upon  the  appearance  of  a greenish  deposit  on  the  glazed  lining  of  the  bath! 
Treatment  with  a chlorine  preparation  was  advised  and  the  deposit  disappeared. 

The  chemical  reports  on  the  samples  showed  satisfactory  organic  purity.  The 
unsatisfactory  operation  of  the  ozonising  plant  is  being  dealt  with  by  the  makers. 


F.  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


(1)  INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES. 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  : — 

From  Householders  : — 

General  Defects  514 

Verminous  Conditions  75 

From  Health  Visitors  and  other  departments  15 

Total  604 


Sanitary  Inspection. 

Notices  Issued. 

Notices  were  served  upon  owners,  agents  and  tenants  requiring  tile  abatement 
of  nuisances  and  repair  of  dwellings,  drains,  sanitary  conveniences,  etc. 


No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  830 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  733 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  71 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 60 


(2)  SUPERVISION  OF  REPAIRS. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  workmen  and  materials  to  carry  out  work  required 
by  notice  became  acute  and  supervision  with  a depleted  staff  was  not  possible  on 
a pre-war  scale.  Essential  matters  such  as  roofs,  spouting,  drainage  and  the  main- 
tenance of  water  supply  received  prior  attention. 

(3)  Reconditioning  of  Dwellings. 

No  certificates  were  applied  for  or  issued  under ' Section  51  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(4)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

40  public  halls,  theatres,  etc.,  are  subject  to  annual  licences  by  the  Licensing 
Justices,  and  before  the  licences  were  renewed,  certificates  that  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions were  in  order  were  issued. 

11  other  halls  previously  licensed  were  used  entirely  for  other  purposes 
during  the  year. 

Generally  speaking  the  premises  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

(5)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

(6)  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  20  tenement  houses  on  the  Register  in  which  rooms  are  let  as 
furnished  lodgings. 

(7)  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Fat  Melters  and  blood  driers 3 

Marine  .Store  Dealers  7 

Tripe  preparers  1 


11 


Fish  frying  is  not  now  classified  as  an  offensive  trade.  There  are  75  such  premises 
listed  and  under  inspection. 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

1,268  horses,  365  cattle,  863  cows,  11  sheep  and  1 pig  were  disposed  of  at 
Dobson’s  Knacker’s  Yard,  South  Shore  Road.  The  premises  were  satisfactorily 
conducted. 


(8)  BAKEHOUSES. 

Factory  Bakehouses  with  mechanical  power  17 

Factory  Bakehouses  manual  57 


74 

The  sanitary  conditions  on  inspection  were  generally  satisfactory. 
There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Borough. 
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(9)  SHOPS  INSPECTION. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  and  the  Registration  of  Food  preparing 
premises  135  visits  were  made  to  inspect  sanitary  arrangements,  etc.  Many  other 
visits  were  also  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  unsound  food 
inspection. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  premises  where  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  are  made 
and  sold. 

(10)  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  heading. 

(11)  RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT 

40  premises  were  visited  on  complaints  of  rat  infestation.  The  remedy  of 
drainage  defects  and  the  use  of  various  types  of  poison  baits,  traps,  etc.  resulted  in 
improvement,  although  many  re-visits  were  necessary. 

(12)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Particulars  of  the  Action  Taken  for  the  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  The  number  of  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses 22 

(b)  Other  Houses 11 

(i)  Found  infested 33 

(ii)  Disinfested-  • 33 

(2)  The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed  bugs  were  as 
set  out  in  previous  reports. 

Other  Verminous  Conditions. 

Advice  was  also  sought  by  75  tenants  complaining  of  infestation  of  beetles,  etc. 
In  bad  cases,  floors,  skirting  boards  and  hearths  were  taken  up,  and  all  cavities 
and  woodwork  sprayed  with  insecticides  ; in  other  cases,  insecticide  powder  was 
given. 

(13)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Work  under  this  heading  was  in  abeyance  during  the  year. 

14)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

699  visits  were  made  to  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Housing  conditions,  means  of  isolation,  milk  supply,  etc.,  were 
enquired  into,  as  were  also  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

(15)  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1901  and  1937. 

Several  notices  as  to  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  F'actories,  and  were  attended  to. 

(16)  WAR  CONDITIONS. 

The  Sanitary  staff  carried  out  inspections  of  billets  occupied  by  various  branches 
of  H.M.  Forces  and  dealt  with  sanitary  requirements. 

Disinfection  of  rooms,  blankets  and  clothing  was  done  as  required,  and  the 
Cleansing  Department  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  refuse  and 
salvage.  Stoppages  and  structural  defects  in  drains  and  sewers  were  promptly 
dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department. 

17)  PUBLIC  AIR  RAID  SHELTERS. 

The  shelters  were  not  allowed  to  be  used  for  sleeping  purposes  prior  to  “alert” 
signals,  as  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  occasion  had  arisen  on  a scale  to  warrant 
such  use. 

The  Shelter  Inspector  made  3 969  visits  during  the  day  time  and  at  all  “alert” 
periods  and  reported  many  instances  of  nuisance  and  wilful  damage  to  lighting 
fixtures,  entrance  doors  and  locks,  seating,  etc.  These  were  referred  to  the  depart- 
ments concerned  with  remedial  action. 
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(18)  FOOD  DECONTAMINATION. 

The  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  the  examination,  treatment 
and  disposal  of  gas  contaminated  foodstuffs,  continued  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  three 
Sanitary  Inspectors  appointed  to  this  duty. 

Training  practices  were  held,  and  demonstrations  at  a "blitzed"  town  were 
attended.  Although  many  of  the  volunteers  from  the  food  trades  were'  called  up 
to  other  services,  their  places  were  filled. 

Protective  clothing  for  all  the  staff  and  all  necessary  equipment  is  kept  readily 
available.  Three  depots  for  treatment  of  foodstuffs  are  arranged  for  washing, 
treatment  and  airing  salvable  goods. 

Gas  detection  and  analysis  of  suspected  food  has  been  arranged  for  with  the 
Public  Analyst  with  the  supplementary  aid  of  a local  food -works  chemist  if  the 
situation  assumes  extensive  proportions. 


PART  IV.— HOUSING. 

As  a broad  principle  it  ma}*  be  stated  that  a usual  effect  of  war  is  being  manifested 
in  Gateshead  in  the  form  of  an  increase  of  the  number  of  individuals  living  under 
overcrowded  conditions,  coupled  with  the  further  deterioration  of  unsatisfactory 
and  unfit  housing  property.  The  Council  would  be  well  advised  to  plan  now  for  the 
immediate  erection  of  large  numbers  of  working  class  houses  as  soon  as  the  war  is 
at  an  end. 

A.  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

In  1942,  28  families  were  rehoused  in  Corporation  houses  which  became  vacant, 
in  addition  to  the  2,089  who  had  been  rehoused  during  the  previous  eight  years. 
Apart  from  216  single  persons  living  alone,  there  are  1,392  families  living  in  houses 
earmarked  for  slum  clearance.  These  involve  5,620  individuals,  of  whom  3,363 
are  living  under  overcrowded  conditions  in  unfit  property. 

B.  OVERCROWDING. 

From  the  records  of  the  chief  sanitary  inspector,  who  is  also  billeting  officer, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  up  to  date  the  records  relating  to  overcrowded  housing 
conditions  within  the  town.  It  would  appear  from  these  that  in  addition  to  families 
living  in  overcrowded  slum  clearance  houses,  2,815  families  are  living  under  over- 
crowded conditions,  making  a grand  total  of  19,607  individuals  so  situated. 

The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  overcrowding  over  the  last  30  years 


Statistics  of  Overcrowding  in  Gateshead. 


Individuals  Overcrowded 

Year 

Population,  Reg.  General 

(More  than  2 per  room) 

1911  census 

116,917 

38,716 

1921 

125,142 

45,567 

1931 

122,447 

34,374 

1937  Annual  Rep 

117,600 

19,370 

1938 

117,000 

17,483 

1942 

106,820 

19,607 

During  1942  the  number  of  changes  of  tenancy  seems  to  have  dropped  con- 
siderably on  the  figures  for  the  previous  two  years,  only  2,212  changes  coming  to 
the  notice  of  the  Billeting  Officer. 

No  prosecutions  were  undertaken  under  the  overcrowding  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Acts. 

C.  HOUSING  NEEDS  OF  THE  AREA. 

It  would  appear  that  for  slum  clearance  and  relief  of  overcrowding  there'  is 
need  in  the  area  for  4,207  houses  made  up  as  follows  : — 

308  houses  of  two  apartments 
1468  ,,  ,,  three  ,, 

1486  ,,  ,,  four  ,, 

G>5  ,,  , , li\  e ,> 

180  ,,  y,  six  ,, 
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It  is  not  seriously  contended  that  new  houses  of  two  or  three  apartments  should 
be  built  especially  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  2,815  fit  houses,  presently  over- 
crowded, would  be  available  to  be  utilised  to  their  normal  capacity  for  smaller 
families.  Nevertheless  of  the  2,815  houses  referred  to,  1,552  are  of  two  rooms  only 
and  many  would  probably  become  redundant. 

By  a sorting  out  of  the  overcrowded  families  it  would  be  possible  therefore  to 
make  a first  reduction  of  new  houses  required  for  the  area  to  3,073  houses  made  up 
of  1,392  houses  for  slum  clearance  purposes  and  1,681  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding, 
but  some  of  the  tenants  of  the  slum  clearance  houses  could  be  accommodated  in  the 
surplus  of  fit  houses  which  are  presently  overcrowded,  assuming  that  the  tenants 
were  rehoused  in  houses  built  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding.  Assuming  therefore 
that  slum  clearance  and  relief  of  overcrowding  went  on  together,  as  they  should  do, 
the  actual  provision  of  new  houses  required  for  the  area  can  be  reduced  to  a nett 
figure  of  2,727  new  houses  of  the  following  size  : — 

633  houses  of  three  apartments 
1180  houses  of  four  ,, 

734  ,,  ,,  five  ,, 

180  ,,  „ six 

In  dealing  with  this  housing  problem,  which  shows  the  immense  need  for  the 
provision  of  2,727  houses  for  the  working  classes,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
between  the  wars  only  7,589  houses  were  built  in  a period  of  twenty  years,  i.e.,  less 
than  400  a year,  by  private  enterprise  and  Corporation  building.  At  the  pre-war 
rate  of  progress  in  Corporation  housing  activity  it  would  take  fourteen  years  to 
overcome  the  present  deficiency  of  houses  for  the  working  classes. 

A further  difficulty  is  the  absence  of  suitable  ground  within  the  Borough  upon 
which  to  erect  the  houses  required  for  the  relief  of  working  class  housing  conditions. 
The  paramount  need  for  an  early  extension  of  the  Borough  is  therefore  stressed. 


PART  V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

1.  Cowbyres. 

There  are  8 cowbyres  (total  cows  kept,  average  122).  Two  are  licensed  for 
production  of  “Accredited”  milk.  There  is  one  small  “Attested”  herd,  but  no  milk 
is  sold. 

Milk  Retailers. 

288  premises  registered  as  follows  : — 

Wholesale  purchasers  retailing  in  Gateshead  18 
,,  ,,  ,,  from  outside  areas  8 

Producer  retailers  7 

,,  ,,  from  outside  areas  19 

Retailers  (dairies  and  shops)  236 
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2.  Purity  of  Milk. 

48  formal  and  14  informal  samples  were  taken.  See  Table  C. 

3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  (1936/1938). 

The  following  table  gives  the  various  grades,  for  which  18  licences  were  issued. 


Producers. 

Accredited  producers  and  retailers 2 

Bottlers  and  Retailers. 

Pasteurised  Milk I 


Dealers. 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  retailers  9 

Pasteurised  milk  retailers 2 

Accredited  milk  retailers  4 
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RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK 

(1)  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

(2)  Bacillus  Coli  Test. 

(3)  Total  Bacteria  count. 

(4)  Tubercle  Bacilli  test. 


S.  signifies  satisfactory.  N.S.  not  satisfactory. 


Grade  of  Milk 

Test  1 

S.  N.S. 

Test  2 

S.  N.S. 

Test  3 

S.  N.S. 

Test  4 

S.  N.S. 

Total  Tests 
S.  N.S. 

Accredited  

Tuberculin  tested  

Pasteurised 

Ordinary  

Sterilized  

— 2 

1 

1 1 

1 — 

3 3 

3 — 

10  8 

1 4 

2 1 

— — 

1 3 



10  8 

4 7 

5 1 

Total  

1 2 1 8 4 

13  13  — 

22  19 

Samples  of  the  School  Supply  of  Pasteurised  Milk  are  included  in  the  above  list. 


In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  from  services  outside  the  Borough  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  district  was  informed  of  the  results. 

Other  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

In  the  course  of  an  extended  enquiry  into  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  occurring 
in  an  adjoining  district  and  in  which  the  only  common  factor  was  suspected  to  be 
Cream  Cakes,  ten  samples  of  various  cream  filling  preparations  were  taken  at  several 
bakeries  in  the  Borough. 


Premises 

Substance 

Samples 

Coliform 

Test 

Total  Or 

S. 

ganisms 

N.S. 

Comment 

Bakery  A 

Cream  tilling 

Negative 

4400 

•11  K n 

— - 

))  M 

) ) ) J 

1 i 

Positive 

244000 

j y •>  i 

— 

— 

No  food  poisoning 

Cooking  fat 

N egative 

— 

— 

,,  organisms 

Bakery  B 

Whipped  Cream 

Negative 

20100 

— 

Cream  tilling 

N egative 

9900 

— 

Bakery  C 

Butter  Cream 

N egative 

110000 

— 

Unsalted  Butter 

Negative 

70 

— 

\Used  in  making 

Marshmallow 

Negative 

4 

— ■ 

/ the  butter  cream 

lee  Cream. 

One  sample  of  Ice  Cream  was  examined  and  reported  as  negative  in  B.  Coli, 
and  satisfactory. 

Tinned  Foods. 

Two  samples  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  were  examined.  Organisms  of  the  Salmon- 
ella group  were  not  separated  in  either  case,  but  Faecal  type  II  Coli  were  present 
in  both.  On  these  findings,  these  and  other  similar  samples  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food. 

One  sample  of  Casserole  Steak  and  one  of  Irish  Stew  from  a stock  were  examined 
and  reported  as  negative  in  Coli-typhoid  organisms. 

4.  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders. 

Report  of  Action  Taken  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Veterinary  inspections  required  by  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  are  carried 
out  by  the  Divisional  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  supple- 
mented by  certain  local  administration  of  the  various  Orders  and  Regulations. 

The  following  report  summarises  the  duties  performed  by  my  department. 

Live  Stock  Markets. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  animals  which  passed  through  Messrs.  Maughan’s 
Auction  Marts,  Tyne  Road  Fast,  which  is  an  official  collecting  centre. 


P'at  Stock 

Store 

for  Slaughter 

Stock 

Cattle 

2,054 

7,333 

Sheep 

4,800 

— 

Calves 

330 

— 

Pigs 

3,011 

— 

Dairy  Cows 

— 

600 

, 

10,195 

7,933 

18,128 
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97  Sales  were  held  and  one  of  my  staff  (Mr.  Carter)  attended  all  sales  for  the 
purpose  of  issuing  movement  licences  and  for  general  supervision  of  cleansing  and 
disinfection. 

Irish  Animals  Order — Authorised  Market. 

Cattle  arriving  4152 

licences  issued  for  movement...  251 

Copies  of  the  licences  were  sent  to  all  the  receiving  Authorities  to  enable  them 
to  check  arrival  and  detention  at  the  farms. 

Transit  of  Animals  Order. 

Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  road  vehicles  was  supervised  at  Messrs.  Maughan’s 
Washing  Dock,  Redlieugh  Bridge  Road,  at  which  510  vehicles  were  dealt  with. 

Swine  (Movement)  Orders. 

Under  these  Orders,  licences  were  received  or  issued  as  follows  : — 

Received  and  Checked  Issued  for  movement 
into  the  Borough  Out  of  the  Borough 

Store  pigs  42  87 

Fat  pigs  for  slaughter  — - — 

Fat  pigs  to  markets  12 

Licences  — 19 

Swine  Fever  and  other  Scheduled  Diseases. 

The  Borough  was  free  from  any  outbreaks  of  contagious  disease  amongst 
animals. 

Some  suspected  cases  were  reported  but  were  not  confirmed. 

Tuberculosis  Order. 

Quarterly  Reports  upon  the  inspection  of  dairy  herds  were  received  from  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Inspectors.  Two  cows  were  slaughtered  and  notices  as  to 
disinfection  of  the  cowbyres  were  attended  to  . 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officers, 
whose  advice  and  assistance  were  always  readily  available. 

B.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

(1)  Slaughterhouses. 

Two  of  the  existing  Slaughterhouses  licensed  in  1941  have  been  converted  to 
other  uses,  and  the  remaining  six  were  continued  for  use  in  case  of  emergency. 

All  slaughtering  continued  to  be  centralised  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  under 
Government  Control,  the  supply  of  meat  and  offals  being  distributed  therefrom 
to  centres  in  the  Borough,  which  were  frequently  visited  by  the  qualified  Meat 
Inspectors. 

(2)  Unsound  Food. 

The  examination  of  meat,  and  consignments  and  stocks  in  shops,  stores  and 
depots  and  the  sorting  out  and  inspection  of  suspicious  tins  and  packages,  involved 
much  time  and  care.  All  food  materials  suitable  for  the  preparation  erf  animal 
feeding  stuffs  were  salvaged,  others  being  sent  to  registered  premises  for  conversion 
to  fertilisers,  or  destroyed. 


The  following  summary  shows  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  various  articles 
dealt  with  : — • 


Butcher  Meat,  Fish, 

Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Rabbits 

F islr 

Total 

etc. 

849 

40 

1530 

60 

595 

3074  lbs. 

Beef 

Ham  and 

Sausage 

Meat  Roll 

Fish 

Tongue 

Meat 

Tinned  and 

2545 

972 

359 

552 

89 

Milk 

Fruit  and 

Vegetables 

Soups 

Preserves 

bottled  foods 

Pulp 

& Pickles 

1201 

1948 

739 

35 

61 

8501  lbs. 

Cereals 

Biscuits 

Chocolate 

Custard 

Various 

Packed  and 

Powder 

carton  goods 

238 

105 

. 

221 

178 

20 

762  lbs. 

Cheese 

Butter 

Bacon 

Apples 

Puddings 

dried 

Other  Provisions 

91 

8 

06 

50 

18 

233  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  was  5 tons,  12  cwts,  being  unsound  and 
unfit  chiefly  owing  to  damage,  or  delay  in  transit. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1929-1938. 
Samples  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year  1942. 


A.  Official  Samples. 

Total 

Pure 

Adulterated 

Remarks 

Milk  

48 

47 

1 

See  Note 

B.  Informal  Samples. 

Milk  

14 

11 

o 

O 

See  Notes 

Aerated  and  other  bottled  drinks  ... 

6 

6 

— 

* Cocoa  

9 

2 

— 

butter  

13 

13 

— 

Margarine  

5 

5 

■ 

Rard  

5 

5 

- — ■ 

Flour  

i 

i 

— 

See  Notes 

Tea  

3 

3 

■ — ■ 

Yeast  

*) 

• > 

— 

Afpfiirirml  Pnwrlers  

.See  Notes 
See  Note 

Anti  Gas  Ointment 

5 

5 

— 

Oval  tine 

i 

i 

— 

Bengers  Food  

i 

i 

— 

Dried  Milk  Regulations. 

Dried  Milk  

i 

i 

— 

See  Note 

Preservatives  Regulations  1925-27. 

Beef  Sausage  

2 

2 

. 

See  Notes 

Fish  Paste 

! 

i 

— 

Meat  Paste  

i 

i 

— 

Blood  Sausage  

3 

3 

— — 

Total  

119 

115 

4 

NOTES. 

Milk.  One  formal  sample  was  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  (0*9%).  This  was  not  confirmed  by  the 
freezing  point  test. 

Three  informal  samples  taken  from  small  quantities  at  institutions  were  deficient  in  milk  fat 
(5*0%.  20-0%,  20-0%). 

Seven  further  samples  from  milk  deliveries  at  the  same  place  were  found  satisfactory. 

Dried  Milk  Regulations. 

Oue  sample  complied  with  the  Regulations  and  contained  26-48%  of  milk  fat  with  an  equivalence 
of  7-18  pints. 

Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations. 

No  preservatives  were  reported  in  any  sample  of  milk.  In  the  samples  of  the  sausage,  the  amounts 
were  within  the  prescribed  limits.  All  the  samples  of  aerated  waters  and  fruit  drinks,  and  the  fish 
and  meat  pastes,  were  free  from  preservatives. 

Rag  and  Flock  Act,  1911.  Xc  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year. 

Anti-Gas  Ointment.  The  samples  contained  available  Chlorine  in  excess  of  the  lower  limit  of  (>•()%, 
the  amounts  varying  from  6-66%  to  8-76%. 

Various. 

Flour  which  had  been  subjected  to  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  fumigation  for  destruction  of  weevils, 
was  examined.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  the  presence  of  30  parts  per  million  H.C.N.,  and 
recommended  that  subject  to  cooking,  the  flour  might  be  used  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

A sample  of  Glauber’s  .Salt  was  certified  as  having  lost  some  of  its  water  of  crystallisation,  and  the 
vendor  was  advised  to  keep  this  substance  in  an  airtight  container. 


D.  FOOD  POISONING. 

The  following  matters  were  investigated  during  the  year. 

On  the  10th  February,  a member  of  the  staff  of  one  of  the  hospitals  complained 
of  gastro-enteritis,  which  was  investigated.  No  one  else  in  the  hospital  was  affected, 
nor  were  any  food  poisoning  organisms  found  in  the  specimens  taken  from  the 
patient.  This  was  considered  to  be  a case  of  gastro-enteritis  of  unknown  origin. 

On  the  29th  February,  intimation  was  received  from  a firm  in  the  town  that 
eleven  of  their  employees  had  complained  of  sickness  after  consuming  a meal  at  a 
British  Restaurant  on  the  previous  day.  The  symptoms  were  abdominal  pain, 
diarrhoea  and  some  sickness  during  the  night.  All,  with  one  exception,  were  fit  to 
resume  work  the  next  day.  Upon  enquiry  it  transpired  that  a number  of  other 
consumers  of  this  meal  were  also  affected,  and  the  persons  visited  by  the  sanitary 
inspector  were  unanimous  that  the  potatoes,  which  they  had  consumed,  had  the  taste 
of  soap.  A sample  of  faeces  from  one  of  the  patients  was  examined  and  no  pathogenic 
organisms  were  found.  Altogether  it  is  estimated  that  about  30  persons  were  affected 
out  of  600  customers  of  the  restaurant  on  the  particular  day,  and  it  therefore  seemed 
probable  that  a piece  of  soap  had  accidentally  found  its  way  into  a container  of 
potatoes. 
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On  Tuesday,  the  14th  April,  a medical  practitioner  notified  a case  of  suspected 
food  poisoning,  the  patient  having  been  taken  ill, with  abdominal  symptoms  after 
consuming  a steak  pie  at  the  works  canteen  on  the  10th  April.  Upon  enquiry  it  was 
found  that  some  10  persons  had  suffered  from  symptoms  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday 
the  10th  April,  and  had  been  sent  home  by  ambulance  upon  the  instructions  of  the 
works  medical  officer.  The  Gateshead  patients,  with  two  exceptions,  were  able  to 
resume  work  the  next  day.  In  the  exceptional  cases,  the  faeces  were  examined  and 
found  negative  for  pathogenic  organisms,  but  the  blood  of  one  agglutinated  Flexner 
Dysentery  organisms  to  a titre  of  1 in  50.  It  was  not  possible  to  obtain  any  sample 
of  the  suspected  food  on  account  of  the  interval  between  the  consumption  of  the 
meal  and  the  notification  of  the  first  case.  In  this  particular  instance,  it  would 
appear  that  the  works  medical  officer,  who  ordered  the  patients  to  be  taken  home 
by  ambulance,  did  not  see  the  patients  and  consequently  did  not  notify  the  outbreak. 
As  only  three  of  the  affected  persons  called  in  their  own  doctors  and  each  had  a 
different  doctor,  the  doctors  were  unaware  that  they  were  dealing  with  cases  of 
suspected  food  poisoning.  In  this  outbreak  it  was  not  possible  to  come  to  any 
conclusion  regarding  the  nature  of  the  irritant  and  there  was  some  difficultv  in 
obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the  works  authority  in  getting  necessary  information. 

In  July,  1942,  intimation  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
Blyth  that  certain  residents  in  that  Borough  had  suffered  symptoms  of  varying 
severity  afrer  consuming  ham  and  also  that  certain  individuals  living  in  Gateshead 
had  partaken  of  the  same  food.  Upon  enquiry  four  married  couples  living  at  three 
different  addresses  in  Gateshead  were  ascertained  to  have  consumed  cooked  ham  on 
the  9th  July,  the  liam  having  been  purchased  the  same  day  in  a shop  in  Newcastle, 
and  forming  part  of  a ham  which  was  also  consumed  by  the  cases  in  Blyth.  The 
symptoms  in  these  cases  were  abdom  inal  pain  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting.  Recovery 
was  rapid  and  examination  of  the  faeces  revealed  no  pathogenic  organisms.  A portion 
of  the  liam,  as  consumed,  was  obtained.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  it  crumbled  easily, 
there  was  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  ham  was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Bacteriological  examination  showed  a fairly  heavy  growth  of  staphylococcus  albus 
and  bacillus  proteus,  but  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated.  The  opinion  of 
the  various  medical  officers  who  dealt  with  this  outbreak  was  that  the  cause  was  of 
a toxic  rather  than  infective  nature. 


PART  VI.  PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE. 

A.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  Summary  of  the  cases  notified  or  otherwise  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1942. 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

pnteric  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Cerebro-Spinal  p'ever 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  

Erysipelas  

Dvsentery  


Primary  and  Influenzal 

Pneumonia  

Other  Pneumonia  

Tuberculosis  — 

Pulmonary  

Noil-pulmonary 

Cliickenpox  

Mumps  

Rubella  

Scabies  

Diphtheria  Carriers  — 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum 


Deaths  Regd.  Removed  to  Deaths  in 
Cases  in  Area.  Isolat’n  Hosp  Hospital 


336 

303 

19 

20 
7 

1081 

89 

46 

26 


228 


216 
68 
21 
4 
63 
1-1 34 

57 

o 


} 


1 1 


78 

107 

19 


283 

303 

7 

20 


8 

11 

11 


4 
21 
4 
1 1 

9 

9 


1 

11 


11 


The  statistics  given  below  this  line  are  not  necessarily  related  to  each  other. 


(1)  Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  became  rather  prevalent  in  the  area  in  August  and  remained  so 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  Fortunately  the  disease  was  of  a mild  character. 

Diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  the  spring  and  autumn  but  the  number  of  cases 
was  reduced  somewhat  as  compared  with  1941,  while  the  number  of  deaths,  namely 
11,  was  half  that  of  1941.  Nevertheless  the  type  of  organism  prevalent  in  the  area 
would  still  seem  to  be  the  “Gravis"  organism,  as  shown  by  its  predominance  in  the 
cases  in  which  the  causative  organism  was  typed. 


31 


57  diphtheria  contact  carriers  were  detected  and  9 of  these  were  admitted  to 
hospital,  the  remaining  being  supervised  at  the  school  clinic.  From  June  to  Septem- 
ber, the  causative  organism  was  typed  in  33  cases  as  follows  : — 


“Gravis 


) y 


28, 


“Intermedius”  3, 


‘Mitis’ 


9 


Intensive  publicity  and  concentration  on  the  work  of  diphtheria  immunisation 
of  the  population  under  14  years  continued  during  1942,  at  the  end  of  which,  8,649 
school  children  and  2,493  children  under  school  age  had  completed  an  inoculation 
course.  These  figures  mean  that  45%  of  the  child  population  had  been  immunised 
(32%  of  children  under  school  age,  54%  of  school  children).  This  work  will  continue 
in  1943,  with  the  emphasis  on  children  under  school  age. 

Enteric  Fever.  Two  cases  of  suspected  enteric  fever  were  found  not  to  be 
suffering  from  this  disease  in  the  isolation  hospital. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  Cases  of  meningitis  are  admitted  to  hospital  for  diagnosis 
and  treatment.  20  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  were  recorded  among  these  and 
two  of  these  cases  died. 


Measles.  This  disease  which  was  epidemic  in  the  late  spring  of  1940,  showed 
a recrudescence  in  the  autumn  of  1941,  which  died  down  in  January  and  February 
only  to  flare  up  again  in  the  period  March  to  June.  Thereafter  the  disease  became 
sporadic.  1,081  cases  came  to  light  with  a death  roll  of  3 cases.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  measles  has  visited  the  area  in  epidemic,  form  every  year  since  1924.  Indeed 
the  experience  since  measles  became  a notifiable  disease  suggests  that  the  population 
of  this  large  town  is  never  free  of  sporadic  cases  of  measles.  It  remains,  therefore, 
a puzzle  in  epidemiology  why  this  disease  should  flare  up  into  the  widespread  acute 
epidemics,  which  characterise  its  incidence. 

Whooping  Cough.  Unlike  measles,  whooping  cough  does  not  prevail  in  epidemic 
form  each  year,  but  rather  every  second  year.  In  1942  sporadic  cases  were  notified 
in  every  month  but  September.  A survey  of  past  records  shows,  however,  that 
whooping  cough  was  epidemic  practically  every  year  until  1938,  when  it  changed 
to  alternate  year  incidence. 

Erysipelas.  This  disease  seems  to  occur  constantly  in  sporadic  form  and  always 
attended  with  very  small  mortality.  Most  of  the  cases  are  treated  at  home. 

Dysentery.  In  the  autumn  it  was  suspected  that  there  was  a marked  prevalence 
of  d37sentery,  mostly  undiagnosed.  The  cases  which  came  to  light  were  associated 
with  an  outbreak  in  the  Wartime  Nursery,  which  apparently  had  its  origin  in  an 
unobserved  attack  suffered  by  one  of  the  nursery  attendants.  Most  of  the  children 
affected  had  only  slight  enteritis,  and  the  detection  of  their  infectious  condition 
was  the  result  of  routine  faeces  examination  of  the  entire  nursery  population.  At 
this  stage  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  came  to  light. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  was  a simultaneous  prevalence  of  dysentery 
in  Middlesbrough,  and  that  in  both  the  outbreaks  the  casual  organism  was  of  the 
Sonne  variety. 

Pneumonia.  There  would  appear  to  be  a reduction  in  case  mortality  as  judged 
by  comparison  of  pneumonia  notifications  and  deaths.  Nevertheless,  many  cases 
are  never  notified  at  all. 

Tuberculosis.  Four  cases  of  tubercular  meningitis  were  admitted  to  the  isolation 
hospital  in  1942. 


(2)  Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

Chicken  Pox.  Only  sporadic  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  came  to  light  in  1942. 

Mumps.  Mumps  was  entirely  sporadic  in  incidence. 

Rubella.  A number  of  cases  of  rubella  were  brought  to  notice  by  the  school 
attendance  officers  during  the  year.  These  seemed  to  accompany  the  measles  out- 
break. 

Scabies.  As  noted  before,  this  disease  seems  continually  to  increase  from  year 
to  year.  The  following  table  relating  to  the  last  6 years  reflects  the  position  more 
accurately  : — 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

School  Children 

155 

297 

358 

536 

921 

1149 

Pre-School  Children 

3 

20 

24 

99 

88 

121 

Adults  

U nknown 

Unknown 

U nknown 

U nknown 

Unknown 

164 

The  trend  of  incidence  is  maximum  in  the  spring  months  and  it  falls  to  a 
minimum  in  the  month  of  August — co-incident  with  the  school  holidays- 

The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  gave  power  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  compel 
attendance  for  treatment  and  notices  have  been  sent  to  defaulters  and  non-attenders 
giving  the  necessary  instructions.  Owing  to  the  reduction  of  medical  man-power 
in  the  department  it  has  been  impossible  to  pursue  these  cases  through  to  Police 
Court  proceedings. 

Treatment  facilities  within  the  Borough  are  far  from  satisfactory.  These  are  mainly 
the  two  spray  baths  of  the  New  Health  Centre,  which  permit  of  the  bathing  of  only 
two  cases  of  the  same  sex  simultaneously.  The  treatment  periods  therefore  extend 
over  two  or  three  hours  and  parents  and  children  of  a mixed  family  have  to  put 
in  long  periods  of  waiting.  In  many  cases  they  find  it  impossible  so  to  do  and  default. 
It  would  appear  that  the  only  possible  solution  is  the  provision  of  an  ad  hoc  cleansing 
station  for  the  treatment  of  scabies,  equipped  with  8 slipper  baths  and  a small 
clothing  disinfestation  apparatus. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  (Report  by  S.  D.  Rowlands,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy.,  Clinical 

Tuberculosis  Officer). 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

During  the  year,  914  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  dispensary.  This  figure  included 
316  contacts,  16  notified  cases  inwardly  transferred  from  other  [districts,  45  cases 
sent  from  Army  Medical  Boards  for  an  opinion  on  their  chest  condition  and  27  cases 
from  the  various  armed  forces  directly  notified  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
remainder  were  cases  sent  for  examination  and  diagnosis  by  the  private  practitioners 
in  the  town.  The  total  of  914  new  cases  seen  in  one  year  is  a new  high  record,  the 
previous  highest  being  792  in  1942. 

These  new  cases,  together  with  375  old  cases,  made  4,787  attendances. 

Of  the  555  unnotified  cases  (excluding  contacts)  seen  for  the  first  time,  192 
were  found  to  be  definitely  tuberculous,  6 were  undiagnosed  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  the  remainder  were  referred  back  to  their  own  doctors  as  non -tuberculous. 

Of  the  316  contacts  examined,  45  were  found  to  be  tuberculous  and  the  remainder 
free  from  active  disease. 

During  the  year  102  cases  (76  pulmonary  and  26  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis) 
were  taken  off  the  dispensary  register  as  cured. 

In  addition  35  cases  (29  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  6 other  tubercular  diseases) 
removed  from  the  district.  Clinics  were  held  at  the  dispensary  every  morning  from 
9-12,  except  Thursday  and  Saturdays  and  on  Monday  and  Friday  afternoons  from 
2-5.  An  evening  clinic  was  also  held  once  a month  for  the  convenience  of  patients 
who  are  fit  work  during  the  day. 


Statistics. 

(1)  Primary  Notifications. 

216  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  68  of  other  tubercular  diseases 
were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year.  In  addition  5 cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  12  of  other  tubercular  diseases  died  unnotified. 

To  be  deleted  from  these  totals  are  13  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  whose 
notifications  were  cancelled  as  non-tubercular.  This  leaves  nett,  totals  of  208  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  and  80  other  tubercular  diseases  added  to  the  notification 
register.  These  figures  show  an  increase  of  1 case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  28 
cases  of  other  tubercular  disease,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  incidence  rates  for  1942  (calculated  on  a population  of  105,000)  are  1-98 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  0-76  other  tubercular  diseases,  with  a total  rate  of 
2-74  per  1,000  of  population.  The  respective  rates  for  1941  were,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  1-93,  other  tubercular  diseases  0-48,  total  2-42  per  1,000  of  population. 

Of  the  total  notifications  received  during  the  year  70  were  notified  by  the 
tuberculosis  officer  and  113  by  private  practitioners  after  consultation  ; so  that 
64*43%  of  the  new  cases  were  seen  by  the  tuberculosis  officer  prior  to  notification. 

Of  the  total  284  cases  actually  notified  266  attended  the  dispensary  seeking 
treatment. 

All  newly  notified  cases,  whether  they  attend  the  dispensary  or  not,  are  visited 
by  a health  visitor  who  makes  a report  to  the  tuberculosis  officer  on  their  housing 
conditions. 


There  were  on  the  notified  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  923  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  accounted  for  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  365  males.  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  84  males 

347  females — 712.  127  females — 211 

In  an  endeavour  to  assess  the  effect  of  war-time  conditions  of  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis,  figures  for  notification  received  during  the  years  1937 — 1942  inclusive, 
in  age  groups,  have  been  taken  out.  Total  notifications  received  show  a slight  increase 
(from  247  in  1937  to  278  in  1942) . With  regard  to  the  effect  at  certain  ages  the  follow- 
ing facts  can  be  elicited  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Males.  The  biggest  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  age  group  16-20  up  to  30  and  again  from  36- 4, y 

Females.  The  main  increase  is  in  the  age  group  16-20  up  to  30.  Risk  of  breakdown  appears  to 
be  considerably  reduced  after  the  age  of  30  years  in  women. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.  There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  children  and  young  adults  up  to  the 
age  of  25  in  males  and  20  in  females. 

It  can  be  said  that,  although  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the  number  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  during  the  war  years,  that  the  increase  is  not 
startling.  Such  increase  that  there  has  been  is  mainly  confined  to  young 
adults  in  the  case  of  females  ( i.e . 16-25  years)  and  extends  in  the  case  of  males  up 
to  30  years  and  from  35-40  years.  These  age  groups  would  appear  to  cover  the  groups 
engaged  in  active  industrial  occupation. 


(2)  Deaths. 

During  1942  there  were  registered  107  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
19  from  other  tubercular  diseases,  a total  of  126  as  compared  with  154  in  1941,  a 
reduction  of  no  less  than  28. 

This  total  of  126  annual  deaths  is  the  lowest  on  record,  the  previous  lowest 
being  132  in  1937.  That  a low  record  for  tuberculosis  deaths  should  take  place 
during  the  third  year  of  the  war  is  unexpected  but  nevertheless  particularly  gratifying, 
and  speaks  well  for  the  general  health  and  resistance  of  the  community  under  war- 
time diets  and  extra  work. 


The  death  rates  (calculated  on  a population  of  105,000)  are  as  follows  : 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis 1-019  per  1000 

Other  tubercular  diseases  0-18 

All  forms  1.20 


The  following  table  shows  a comparison  of  the  total  deaths  and  death  ra^es 
for  the  Borough  for  the  year  1933-1942  inclusive. 


Total  Deaths. 

Death  Rates  per  1.000  population. 

Y ear 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Tuber- 

Tuberculous 

Total 

Tuber- 

Tuberculous 

All 

culosis 

Diseases. 

culosis 

Diseases. 

P'orms 

1933 

140 

31 

171 

1.12 

0.24 

1.37 

1934 

135 

37 

172 

1.10 

0.3 

1.40 

1935 

129 

22 

151 

1.06 

0.18 

1.25 

1936 

104 

30 

134 

0.87 

0.25 

1.13 

1937 

118 

14 

132 

1.00 

0.12 

1.12 

1938 

115 

20 

135 

0.98 

0.17 

115 

1939 

119 

15 

134 

1.04 

0.13 

1.18 

1940 

129 

17 

146 

1.2 

0.15 

1.36 

1941 

128 

26 

154 

1.18 

0.24 

1.45 

1942 

107 

19 

126 

1.019 

0.18 

1.20 

34 


The  age  distribution  of  newly  notified  cases  and  deaths  is  given  in  the 
appended  table  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age. 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

P'emales 

Males 

Females 

Males 

P'emales 

0—1 



1 



1 



___ 

1 

1—5 

5 

2 

9 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

5—10 

5 

6 

5 

6 

— 

1 

2 

— 

10—15 

5 

2 

6 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

15—20 

18 

24 

8 

8 

7 

8 

4 

— 

20—25 

17 

30 

8 

6 

6 

18 

— 

1 

25—35 

24 

22 

4 

5 

7 

18 

2 

— 

35—45 

31 

9 

2 

— 

U 

7 

— 

- — 

45—55 

18 

2 

1 

2 

12 

6 

1 

1 

55—65 

10 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  up 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

135 

100 

45 

38 

46 

61 

13 

6 

These  figures  include  all  primary  notifications,  also  others  coining  to  the  notice 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  from  the  following  sources  : — 


(*) 

Eocal  Registrar  ... 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis . 

3 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases . 

7 

ib) 

Registrar  General 

• • • * 

2 

5 

(c) 

Posthumous 

• • • ... 

...  — 

— . 

(d) 

Transfers  from  other  Areas 
transferable  deaths)  ... 

(other  than 

14 

3 

Of  the  tuberculosis  deaths  17  or  13-5%  were  not  notified  before  death.  Of  these 
5 were  certified  as  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  12  to  other  tubercular  diseases. 
This  percentage  is  much  higher  than  usual.  The  reasons  given  for  non-notification 
were  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Diagnosis  made  just  before  death  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Thought  to  be  previously  notified  by  another  doctor  ...  3 

(c)  Transferable  deaths  (no  record  of  previous  notification)  7 

(d)  Diagnosis  doubtful  at  death  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Similarly  as  in  the  case  of  notification,  figures  for  death  in  age  groups  during 
the  years  1937-1942  have  been  obtained. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  deaths  and  death  rates,  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  total  deaths  in  each  of  the  war  years  until  the  sudden  slump  in  1942. 
This  may  have  been  an  exceptional  year  only,  and  one  cannot  be  too  complacent 
about  it  while  hoping  that  the  decrease  will  continue. 

Considering  the  age  groups  of  the  death  returns  the  most  noticeable  fact  is 
the  shift  in  the  age  group  of  female  deaths,  which  in  pre-war  years  were  spread 
over  the  age  group  20-55  fairly  evenly,  to  the  young  adult  ages  20-35.  This  would 
appear  to  indicate  again,  as  in  the  case  of  morbidity,  that  increased  use  of  young 
female  labour  is  having  a definite  effect  on  tuberculosis  mortality. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  mortality  in  the  corresponding  age  groups 
in  males,  as  compared  with  pre-war  years. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  interval  elapsing  between  notification 
and  death  : — 


Under  1 month  

22 

Under  l year  

13 

, , 3 months  

12 

Over  ! year  

53 

,,  6 months  

11 

It  will  be  seen  that  58  or  46-03%  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  within  1 year  of 
notification  as  compared  with  55-84%  in  1941. 


35 


To  facilitate  diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases  of  chest  troubles  and  to  try  and  find 
cases  in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  disease,  an  X-ray  clinic  has  been  held  weekly  at 
Whinney  House  Hospital  where  the  general  practitioners  of  the  Borough  can  send 
cases  direct.  Increased  use  was  made  of  these  facilities  during  1942  and  many 
definite  cases  of  tuberculosis  discovered  as  a result. 

Laboratory. 

In  the  Health  Department  Laboratory,  which  is  situated  in  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  building,  510  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined,  158  of  which  were 
found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

As  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  sputum  specimens  are  examined  in  the  laboratory  free 
of  charge  to  medical  practitioners  ; 115  such  specimens  were  sent  during  the  year 
for  examination  and  report. 

Tuberculous  Pensioners. 

Work  for  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  under  special  arrangements  in  force,  entailed 
the  furnishing  of  70  certificates  and  reports  with  respect  to  tuberculous  pensioners. 

This  work  has  increased  considerably  recently  as  more  and  more  men  and  women 
are  discharged  from  the  services  as  a result  of  tuberculosis. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  above  regulations  with 
regard  to  tuberculous  persons  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  under  this  Act,  requiring  the  compulsory  removal  of  patients  to  a 
tuberculosis  institution  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Home  Visiting. 

The  health  visitors  paid  296  first  visits  to  newly  notified  cases  and  2,222  revisits 
making  a total  of  2,518,  to  patients’  homes  during  the  year. 

The  tuberculosis  officer  made  107  visits  to  special  cases. 

The  housing  and  sleeping  accommodation  of  notified  cases  is  especially  investigated 
during  these  visits.  The  following  resume  of  the  position  of  the  new  cases  investigated 
is  given  below  : — 

94  occupied  a separate  bedroom. 

1 7 occupied  a separate  bed  with  others  in  the  room. 

80  occupied  the  same  bed  as  other  persons  and  of  these  71  had  1 other  person  in  bed  with  them. 
6 had  2 others  and  3 had  more  than  2 others. 

Overcrowding,  with  increased  opportunity  for  direct  spread  of  infection  still 
continues,  as  instanced  by  the  following  figures — 74  had  2 in  the  bedroom  (including 
the  patient),  15  had  three,  7 had  four  and  1 had  more  than  four. 

Of  191  cases  investigated,  the  housing  accommodation  was  as  follows  : — 


One  roomed  tenement l 

2 rooms  29 

3 rooms  54 

4 rooms  65 

Over  4 rooms 42 


It  will  be  seen  that  78%  of  the  new  cases  occurred  at  houses  having  4 rooms  or 
under. 

During  the  year  improved  accommodation  for  14  families  was  arranged.  Re- 
housing of  tuberculous  families  has  had  a considerable  set-back  as  a result  of  the 
cessation  of  new  building  and  will  be  a major  consideration  as  soon  as  building  is 
resumed.  There  is  a considerable  waiting  list  of  families  more  or  less  urgently 
needing  better  accommodation,  of  which  only  a small  proportion  can  be  dealt  with 
at  the  present  time. 

Treatment  of  Dispensary  Cases. 

(a)  Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment. 

Clinics  for  artificial  sunlight  treatment  in  selected  cases  have  continued  through- 
out the  year,  two  sessions  per  week  for  each  sex  being  held. 
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The  course  of  treatment  prescribed  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  carried  out 
by  the  dispensary  nurse. 

47  patients  were  treated  during  the  year. 

Abdominal  tuberculosis  5 

Other  organs  2 

Bone  and  joint  tuberculosis  5 

Debility  in  contacts 7 

Adenitis  28 

Satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained  generally,  especially  in  debilitated 
cases  and  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  adenitis,  although  several  of  the  latter 
ultimately  needed  operative  removal  of  the  glands  to  effect  a permanent  cure. 

Altogether  196  sessions  were  held  and  699  treatments  were  given. 


(b)  Sanatorium  Treatment. 

The  number  of  beds  available  for  the  -residential  treatment  of  Gateshead 


patients  is  as  follows  : — 

Barrasford  Sanatorium  Males  10. 

Wolsingham  Sanatorium  (up  to  31/3/42)  Females  12. 

Stannington  Sanatorium  (now  evacuated  to 

Hexham  Hydro)  ' Children  13. 

*Stanhope  Sanatorium  Male  Children  2. 

fPoole  Joint  Sanatorium  (from  4th  May,  1942)  ...  Women  7. 

Whinney  House  Hospital  Males  27. 

Females  21. 

Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  (Surgical  cases  only) 10 

* Extra  beds  can  be  taken  as  and  when  required. 


t When  building  is  fully  completed,  there  will  be  accommodation  for  15  males,  15  females  and 
10  children  (i.e.,  a total  of  40  beds). 


In  on 

1 st  day 
of  year 

Admitted 

Discharg 

ed 

Died 

In  on 
last  da%' 
of  year 

M. 

F. 

Cli. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F’ 

Ch. 

Wliinuey  House  Hospital  

10 

25 

2 

78 

00 

3 

57 

49 

4 

8 

13 

— 

23 

18 

1 

Bensham  General  Hospital  

4 

5 

T 

42 

36 

22 

33 

31 

11 

8 

7 

2 

0 

3 

10 

Barrasford  Sanatorium  

9 

• — 

- — 

32 

— - 

— 

31 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

■ — 

10 

— 

Newcastle  General  Hospital  

2 

■ — 

— 

1 

1 

■ — 

2 

1 

■ — 

— 

• — 

— 

l 

— - 



• 





18 





12 











6 



Stanhope  Sanatorium  

i 

. — 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

. — 

l 

— 4 

1 

6 

i 

9 





8 

1 





. 

Stannington  Sanatorium  

— 

13 

• — * 

12 

■ — 

11 

— 

— 

i 

— 

13 

Sanderson’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

' 

• — 

— 

— - 

• — 

— 

1 

Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

l 

5 

2 

Total  

26 

36 

17 

156 

,118 

42 

125 

102 

28 

16 

20 

3 

41 

32 

28 

Tuberculosis  Care  Committee. 

The  Care  Committee  continues  to  render  useful  service  in  the  care  of  necessitous 
patients  both  before  and  after  treatment. 

The  following  cases  were  assisted  during  the  year. 

Old  cases ...32.  New  cases 45. 


Clothing  Outfits  provided  40 

Bed  and  Beding  loaned  15 

Total  Beds  now  on  loan,  etc 65 


S.  D.  ROWLANDS,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer . 


37 


C.  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Return  relating  to  Gateshead  cases  treated  at  the  Joint  Committee  Clinic, 

Newcastle  General  Hospital  during  1942. 


Condit- 

ionsotlier 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Gonorr- 

than 

Totals. 

1941 

1940 

1930 

Chancre 

lioea 

Venereal 

Persons  under  treatment  or  observation  on 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1st  January,  1942. 

87 

74 

1 

— 

28 

30 

4 

30 

120 

134 

254 

246 

244 

26C 

Old  Cases,  returned. 

3 1 

— — 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Q 

6 

1 

4 

5 

3 

1C 

New  Cases.  Syphilis,  primary 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

16 

2 

18 

14 

7 

12 

,,  secondary 

2 

8 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

10 

11 

8 

8 

„ late 

13  9 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

9 

22 

21 

21 

3C 

,,  congenital 

2 

5 

— — . 

— — 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

2 

6 

5 

Soft  Chancre 

— — 

3 

— 

— — 

— — 

3 — 

3 

4 

1 

i 

Gonorrhoea 

— — 

— 

— 

62 

20 

— 

— 

62 

20 

82 

82 

70 

122 

Non  venereal 

— — 

— — 

— 

— 

61 

90 

61 

90 

151 

129 

136 

134 

Conditions  undiagnosed  at  31/12/42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

14 

Cases  transferred  from  other  areas. 

i 10 

6 

— — 

3 1 

— 

— 

13  7 

20 

21 

19 

15 

Totals 

133 

105 

4 

— 

93 

51 

67 

121 

297 

277 

574 

540 

517 

611 

Cases  discharged  after  cure. 

17 

7 

4 

— 

44 

19 

55 

76 

120 

102 

222 

212 

191 

261 

Cases  ceasing  attendance  before  completing 
treatment. 

12  6 

— — 

10  2 

— 

— 

22 

8 

30 

25 

14 

45 

Cases  ceasing  attendance  after  completing 
treatment  but  before  tests  of  cure. 

i) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

3 6 

9 

2 

7 

12 

Cases  transferred  to  other  centres. 

9 

9 

— 

— 

8 

v> 

O 

i 

1 

18 

13 

31 

47 

59 

45 

Cases  under  treatment  on  31-12-42 

93  83 

— — 

30 

21 

ii 

44 

134 

148 

282' 

254 

246 

244 

Totals  ... 

133 

105 

4 

93 

51 

67 

121 

297 

277 

574 

540 

517 

611 

No.  of  attendances  for  medical  treatment  1287 

1338 

22 

— ■ 

887 

497 

160 

571 

2536 

2406  4762 

458614396  697> 

„ ,,  intermediate  ,, 

— 

1 

29 



269.3 

143 

393 

24 

311  5 

167  3282 

3695 

2821 

57 1: 

In-patients 

Admissions. 

5 

11 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 



6 

11 

17 

19 

14 

In-patient  days 

74 

41 

44 

118 

41 

159 

211 

263 

76f 

PATHOLOGICAL  WORK— 


Spirochaete  Examinations 

51 

Smears  for  gonococci 

2402 

Cultures  for  gonococci 

20 

A.  K.  W.  McLACHIvAN,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer. 


D. 


VACCINATION. 


Summary  of  proceedings  of  Vaccination  Officer,  Mr.  T.  Middlemast. 


Number  of  entries  in  birth  lists  received  during  year  1942 
Vaccination  Certificates  received. 

a.  from  private  practitioners 

b.  from  public  vaccinators  ... 

c.  revaccinations 

Certificates  of  Postponement  received. 

a.  Health  of  child 

b.  Conditions  of  house 

c.  Prevalence  of  disease 
Died  unvaccinated 

Statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objectors  ...  ”* 

Certificates  of  insusceptibility  ... 

Cases  where  parents  have  removed  from  area  ... 

Cases  otherwise  not  found 

Number  of  entries  in  lists  sent  to  public  vaccinators  !” 
Proceedings  ...  


...  1588 

...  123 
...  820 

II 

...  54 

0 
1 

83 

54(5 

8 

33 

20 

...  1018 
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E.  CANCER. 

There  were  173  deaths  registered  from  cancer,  81  being  males  and  92  females. 
The  age  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 


Under  25  years 2 

Between  25  and  45  years  18 

Between  45  and  65  years  71 

Over  65  years  82 


In  9 cases  the  disease  affected  the  buccal  cavity,  in  83  the  alimentary  tract, 


in  20  the  respiratory  tract,  in  40  the  genito  urinary  tract  and 

in  12  the  breast. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  from  this  disease 

is  1-64. 

F.  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Statistics  relevant  to  blindness  in 

Borough  residents  are 

given  hereunder  as  at 

31st  March,  1943. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Employed  (1)  in  workshops  

21 

17 

4 

(2)  as  home  workers  

7 

3 

4 

(3)  otherwise 

2 

2 

— 

Total  

30 

22 

8 

Under  training  (Industrial) 

4 

3 

1 

Trained  but  unemployed 

— 

— 

— 

Unemployable  

222 

102 

120 

No  training  but  trainable  

2 

1 

1 

258 

128 

130 

Children  of  school  age  

5 

2 

3 

263  130  133 


6 males  ami  1 female  are  resident  in  the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 
1 male  and  2 females  are  resident  in  the  Mental  Hospital. 

Of  the  unemployed  the  number  of  persons  over  70  years  of  age  is  110 


Occupations  of  Employed  : — 

Basket  Workers  

Copyists 

Dealers,  Tea  Agents,  etc 

Knitters : 

Machinist  

Mat  makers  


6 Mattress  makers  1 

1 Piano  Tuners 1 

1 Chair  Seaters  1 

6 Brush  Makers  4 

1 Fendoff  Makers 1 

4 Miscellaneous  3 


Blind,  Physical  and  Mental  Defectives  : — 

(a)  Blind  and  Mental  Defective  

(b)  Blind  and  Physically  Defective... 

(c)  Blind  and  Deaf  

(d)  Blind  and  Deaf-mute  

(, e ) Combination  of  (a)  and  ( b ) 

(/)  ,,  ,,  (a)  and  (c)  

U7)  » „ (&)  and  (c)  


Total 

4 

8 

8 

1 

0 

1 

2 


30 

Males  Females 

1 3 

7 1 

3 5 

— 1 

1 1 

— I 

1 1 


26  13  13 


PART  VII.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

A.  PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

21  persons  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  poisons  listed  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons 
List  and  these  were  supervised,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society’s  Inspector. 

B.  AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

A fairly  complete  report  was  given  in  last  year’s  annual  report  of  the  Borough’s 
Civil  Defence  Casualty  Service.  The  only  change  of  note  was  the  appointment  of 
an  assistant  medical  officer  for  Civil  Defence,  to  relieve  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


39 


whose  time  was  fully  occupied  with  the  extension  and  operation  of  the  health  services  . 
Dr.  T.  F.  Richie,  the  assistant  medical  officer  appointed,  had  previously  had  experience 
in  the  County  Borough  of  Birkenhead  and  commenced  his  duties  in  June,  1942. 
He  took  over  charge  of  the  entire  services  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  A further  change  that  occurred  during  the  year  was  the  reduction 
of  full-time  paid  personnel  and  the  substitution  of  part-time  volunteers. 

C.  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1937. 

55  individuals,  appointed  to  designated  posts,  were  examined  by  the  Medical 
Staff  in  1942. 

D.  BURNING  PIT  HEAP  AT  HEWORTH. 

No  further  complaint  was  made  in  1942  regarding  nuisance  from  this  source. 

E.  GATESHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938. 

Under  section  34  of  the  above  Act,  powers  are  provided  for  the  compulsory 
removal  to  Institutions  of  aged  persons  who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves 
or  their  houses.  In  1942,  4 were  removed  following  application  to  the  magistrates 
for  a warrant. 


PART  VIII.  MUNICIPAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  SICK. 

SHERIFF  HILL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL,  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1942. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  of  Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths. 


In 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

In  Hospital 
31/12/42 

.Scarlet  Fever 

10 

306 

282 

1 

33 

Diphtheria  ... 

55 

312 

307 

13 

47 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

11 

11 

- — • 

— 

Meningitis  (all  forms) 

5 

45 

41 

9 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

78 

65 

11 

4 

Measles 

— 

25 

23 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

n 

9 

o 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— • 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

i 

21 

21 

— 

1 

Rubella 

— 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

25 

3 

— 

22 

Miscellaneous 

36 

28 

7 

1 

75 

902* 

824 

45 

108 

* Includes  5 service  patients,  1 merchant  navyman,  23  cases  from 
Felling  U.D.C.  and  18  cases  from  Newcastle. 


(a)  Patient  Days  in  1942. 

Scarlet  Fever 6338 

Diphtheria  10125 

Other  Conditions  8000 


Total 

(b)  Average  Duration  of  Stay  of  Patients. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  

A 1 cases  

(c)  Beds  Occupied  during  Year. 

Average  number  

Highest  number 

Dowest  number 


25363 
23  days 


70 

111  on  30th  December 
42  on  6tli  June 


Comparative  Table  of  Admissions  and  Patient-Days  (1933-1942) 


Year 

Admissions 

Days 

Year 

Admissions 

Days 

1933 

580 

25,795 

1938 

667 

22,026 

1934 

796 

39,182 

1939 

352 

12,379 

1935 

376 

18,700 

1940 

399 

14,088 

1936 

399 

14,944 

1941 

797 

25,409 

1937 

870 

24,083 

1942 

902 

25,363 

40 


The  work  of  the  hospital  was  carried  out  until  September  in  the  two  new 
cubicle  wards,  the  two  reconditioned  wards  and  the  corrugated  iron  block.  The 
east  ward  was  opened,  after  alteration,  in  September  and  was  devoted  to  the  treatment 
of  orthopaedic  cases  of  tuberculosis  from  Newcastle  and  Gateshead. 

The  following  clinical  record  of  the  work  done  in  the  hospital  is  included  for 
reference  : — 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Of  806  cases  admitted  the  diagnosis  was  revised  in  14  instances  to  : — tonsillitis  6,. 
rubella  6,  atypical  form  1,  cervical  adenitis  1. 

There  was  one  death  from  broncho-pneumonia,  complicating  scarlet  fever  in 
an  infant,  giving  a case  mortality  of  -3%. 

Associated  diseases  met  with  were  : — rubella  3,  chicken  pox  14,  measles  2, 
whooping  cough  1,  dysentary  4,  diphtheria  1,  empyema  1. 


Complications  were  as  follows  : — • 

Otitis  media  9 (3  bilateral) 

Aden  itis  1 

Rheumatism  1 

Cervical  abscess  2 

Meningismus  1 

Broncho-pneumonia 2 

Cellulitis  of  hand 1 

Bullous  dermatitis  1 

Septic  sores  and  impetigo  5 


One  mastoid  operation  was  performed  and  the  two  cervical  abscesses  were 
treated  by  surgical  incision  and  drainage.  There  was  one  secondary  rash. 

Most  of  the  patients  received  some  form  of  chemotherapy,  while  in  the  few  cases 
antitoxin  was  utilised  in  addition. 

Diphtheria. 

312  cases  were  admitted  as  diphtheria  and  the  diagnosis  was  revised  in  23  cases 
as  follows  : — tonsillitis  17,  laryngitis  2,  laryngo-tracheitis  1 (fatal),  broncho-pneumonia 
2,  scarlet  fever  1. 

Of  the  remaining  289  cases,  9 were  considered  to  be  diphtheria  “carriers”  as 
they  manifested  no  clinical  signs. 

Of  the  280  true  cases  of  diphtheria  treated,  there  were  12  deaths. 

In  one  of  these,  death  occurred  from  tuberculous  meningitis  as  a complicating 
disease,  while  another  fatal  case  was  transferred  from  another  isolation  hospital  in 
the  paralytic  stage  to  have  treatment  with  the  “Nuffield”  Iron  Tung. 

Including  these  deaths,  the  case  mortality  works  out  at  4-6%,  which  is  a 
satisfactory  figure. 

Associated  diseases  occurred  as  follows  : — 


.Scarlet  Fever 3 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Rubella  1 

Measles  1 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis  1 

Infective  Catarrhal  Jaundice  1 

The  cases  discharged  or  died  during  the  year  were  classified  as  follows  : — - 

Tonsillar  253 

N asophary  ngeal 27 

Anterior  nasal  2 

Faucial  and  laryngeal  6 

Apparent  carriers  9 


Complications  in  these  cases  were  as  follows  : — myocarditis  and  heart  con- 
ditions 23,  mild  palsy  15,  severe  palsy  7,  albuminuria  9,  impetigo  8,  cervical  adenitis  7, 
secondary  tonsillitis  7,  otitis  media  6,  acute  nephritis  l,  broncho-pneumonia  1, 
convulsions  1 . 

3 cases  of  laryngeal  diphtheria  were  subjected  to  tracheotomy  with  a successful 
issue. 

Dosage  of  antitoxin  varied  from  5,000  to  200,000  units,  the  average  being 
80,000  units.  Both  intramuscular  and  intravenous  routes  were  utilised. 

An  important  feature  of  last  year’s  report  was  a note  that  1 1 cases  of  diphtheria 
treated  were  alleged  to  be  second  attacks,  7 were  members  of  the  staff  previously 
found  to  be  Schick  negative  and  that  in  13  of  the  cases  there  had  been  previously 
administered  a course  of  inoculation  with  diphtheria  prophylactic,  one  of  the  last 
group  being  fatal. 
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In  1942  the  position  as  regards  these  diphtheria  cases  of  immunological  interest 
was  that  2 patients  admitted  during  the  year  were  in  a second  attack,  3 were  members 
of  the  hospital  staff  previously  Schick  negative,  and  33  were  patients  previously 
fully  inoculated  against  diphtheria.  Of  the  latter,  26  had  been  inoculated  with 
A.P.T.,  6 with  T.A.F.,  and  the  records  of  one  have  been  lost.  Although  on  the 
whole  these  cases  were  mild,  there  were  7 classed  as  severe  and  12  as  moderately 
severe,  as  judged  by  local  throat  conditions.  It  would  appear  that  the  virulence  of 
the  gravis  type  of  organism  prevalent  in  Gateshead  is  able  to  overcome  a degree  of 
immunity  normally  protective  against  other  strains  of  diphtheria  bacilli. 

Erysipelas. 

11  cases  were  admitted  and  all  recovered.  In  one  case  the  diagnosis  might  more 
appropriately  have  been  facial  cellulitis. 

Meningitis. 

50  cases  altogether  were  treated  during  the  year,  and  they  were  classified  as 
follows  : — 


(a)  True  Meningitis  : — 

Cerebrospinal  fever  20  (2  died) 

Tuberculosis  meningitis  4 (4  died) 

Otogenic  meningitis  2 

Pneumococcal  meningitis  2 (2  died) 

(b)  Disease  simulating-  Meningitis  : — 

Meningismus  13 

Pneumonia  4 

Acute  ulcerative  endocarditis  1 (1  died) 

Adenitis  1 

Gastro-Enteritis  1 

Anxiety  neurosis  1 

Otitis  media  1 


The  practice  in  this  Borough  is  for  medical  practitioners  to  send  in  cases  of 
suspected  meningitis  as  early  as  possible.  The  excellent  results  obtained  in  the 
treatment  of  otogenic  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  justify  the  procedure.  Treatment 
in  these  cases  is  by  chemotherapy,  associated  with  the  giving  of  anti-meningococcal 
serum. 

Pneumonia. 

78  patients  were  admitted  and  the  diagnosis  was  revised  in  8 instances  to  : — 
Acute  bronchitis  2,  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  2,  Gastro-enteritis  1,  Pleurisy  2,  cancer 
of  bronchus  1 (died). 

The  remaining  70  cases  were  classified  as  : — 


Broncho-pneumonia 39  (8  died,  including  1 infant  with  dysentery) 

Bobar  pneumonia  31  (2  died) 


Six  of  these  patients  died  within  24  hours  of  admission,  showing  the  tendency 
to  seek  hospital  treatment  at  a late  stage  of  the  disease.  The  cases  admitted  were 
mainly  children  under  5 years  and  adults  over  45  years. 

Complications  observed  were  : — acute  nephritis  1,  dysentery  3,  urticaria 
papulosa  1,  phegmasia  dolens  1. 

Measles. 

25  children  under  school  age  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  three  cases  the 
diagnosis  was  revised  to  rubella.  5 of  the  cases  had  bronclio-pneumonia  which 
accounted  for  the  2 deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

8 cases  were  admitted  and  in  4 cases  there  was  also  broncho-pneumonia.  All 
recovered,  probably  with  the  help  of  chemotherapy. 

Enteric  Fever. 

2 cases  were  admitted,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  substantiated  by  bacterio- 
logical examination,  and  the  conditions  were  finally  considered  to  be  apical  pneumonia 
and  gastro-enteritis  respectively.  Both  patients  recovered. 

Dysentery. 

11  cases  of  suspected  dysentery  were  admitted  and  in  6 cases  the  diagnosis 


was  revised  to  :■ — 

Gastio-enteritis 4 (1  died) 

Ulcerative  Colitis  1 

Broncho  pneumonia  1 (died) 
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In  the  proven  cases  of  dysentery  which  were  mild  and  of  the  Sonne  variety, 
with  the  exception  of  one  case  due  to  Flexner  bacilli,  administration  of  Sulpha- 
guanidine  met  with  good  results,  particularly  in  securing  an  early  noil-infectious 
condition  of  the  stool. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

4 babies  were  admitted  and  in  3 cases  they  were  accompanied  by  their  mothers. 
Recovery  was  complete  in  all  cases.  The  mothers  were  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee Clinic  in  Newcastle  for  subsequent  treatment. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Altogether  22  cases  were  admitted,  principally  from  other  institutions,  the 
diagnosis  in  one  case  being  revised  to  a non-infectious  skin  condition. 

Rubella. 

11  patients  were  admitted  for  reasons  connected  with  isolation,  but  in  one 
case  the  diagnosis  was  revised  to  measles. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

7 patients  were  admitted,  together  with  six  new  born  infants,  who  were  admitted 
to  preserve  breast  feeding. 

Clinical  conditions  present  were  pelvic  cellulitis  4,  pelvic  cellulitis  and  phlegmasia 
dolens  1,  mastitis  2.  All  these  resolved  with  chemotherapy. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  east  ward  block  was  opened  in  September  for  the  treatment  of  adult 
surgical  joint  tuberculosis  from  Newcastle  and  Gateshead.  25  cases,  mainly  of 
spinal  disease,  were  admitted  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Stanger,  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
was  put  in  clinical  charge  of  the  beds. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  assess  the  results,  but  it  must  be  stated  that  this  ward 
block,  with  french  windows  opening  on  to  a verandah,  lends  itself  admirably  to 
the  treatment  of  such  cases. 

Miscellaneous. 

This  group  includes  a number  of  patients  admitted  for  observation.  The  final 
classification  was  as  follows  : — 

Mumps  6 (1  diagnosis  revised  to  terminal  parotitis,  died  of  gastro- 

enteritis) 

Vineent's  Angina  5 

Catarrhal  Jaundice  1 

Ulcerative  Endocarditis  1 (1  died) 

Gastro-enteritis  1 

Pleurisy  2 (1  died  of  pneumonia) 

Quinsy  1 (diagnosis  revised  to  d iphtheria) 

Pemphigus  neonatorum  2 (2  died) 

Ton  sillitis  1 

Anterior  poliomyelitis 2 (1  died,  1 diagnosis  revised  to  shoulder  injury) 

Encephalitis  lethargica  2 (diagnosis  revised  to  Tubercular  meningitis — died,  and  to  neurosis) 

Broncho-pneumonia 1 

Septicaemia  1 

Healthy  infants  10  (mothers  of  ill  infants  and  infants  of  ill  mothers) 

Other  Remarks  on  State  of  Patients. 

The  nutritional  state  of  the  patients  was  little  different  from  last  year.  Altogether 
about  27%  were  considered  of  defective  nutrition.  In  regard  to  cleanliness,  30% 
showed  the  presence  of  head  vermin. 

Staff  of  Hospital. 

There  is  a resident  medical  officer,  Dr.  M.  Anderson,  who  has  held  the  post 
since  August,  1941.  He  has  performed  very  valuable  work  in  dealing  with  the  large 
number  of  patients  admitted  and  has  very  willingly  given  much  of  his  time  to  the 
treatment  of  the  orthopaedic  patients. 

The  established  strength  of  the  nursing  staff  was  adjusted  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 1 matron,  1 assistant  matron  and  sister  tutor,  1 night  sister,  5 ward 
sisters,  6 staff  nurses,  31  student  nurses.  It  is  intended  as  a policy  to  take  State 
registered  nurses  for  one  year’s  training  towards  the  examination  for  the  supple- 
mentary part  of  the  nursing  register  and  to  utilise  these  trainees  as  staff  nurses, 
although  actually  doing  fever  training. 
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During  the  year  1942,  6 nurses  trained  in  the  hospital  passed  their  final  examina- 
tion for  fever  nursing  and  5 completed  the  preliminary  examination. 

The  domestic  establishment  of  the  hospital  consists  of  : — 1 trained  cook, 
1 assistant  cook,  4 kitchen  maids,  6 ward  maids,  5 table  and  home  maids,  3 daily 
cleaners.  2 telephonist-clerkesses  are  also  employed  as  part  of  the  clerical  staff  of 
the  Health  Department.  The  laundry  staff  meantime  is  fixed  as  1 head  laundress, 
and  2 assistant  laundresses. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  domestic  staff,  the  services  of  additional 
part-time  daily  cleaners  are  freely  utilised.  A large  proportion  of  the  domestic 
staff  is  non-resident. 

The  male  staff  serving  the  hospital  comprises  : — 1 resident  engineer,  4 boiler 
firemen,  1 relief  boiler  fireman  and  porter,  1 resident  porter,  1 assistant  porter, 
1 resident  and  1 non-resident  ambulance  driver. 

Bed  Accommodation. 

The  complete  bed  accommodation  in  the  extended  hospital  is  still  rated  as 
from  120-150  beds. 

Rules. 

A set  of  regulations  for  the  staff,  patients  and  general  administration  of  the 
hospital  was  finally  approved  by  the  Council  in  June,  1942. 

Disinfections. 

882  houses  were  disinfected  after  removal  or  isolation  of  infectious  disease 
and  100  after  death  or  removal  to  hospital  of  tuberculous  patients.  The  steam  disin- 
fector was  used  to  deal  with  978  charges  of  infected  clothing  and  bedding.  In 
addition,  roughly  there  were  97  charges  of  bedding  and  blankets  from  fire  watching 
andA.R.P.  sources. 

Cost  of  Hospital. 

For  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1943,  the  total  expenditure  less  loan  charges 
of  £1,473  was  £18,132  and  the  cost  per  patient  day  was  estimated  to  be  14/3,  while 
the  cost  per  bed  per  annum  on  a 120  bed  basis  was  £151  0s.  2d.  The  established 
charge  to  other  authorities  is  still  9/-  per  day. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  staff  for  the  capable 
manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  during  an  exceedingly  busy  year. 

JAMBS  GRANT, 

M edi cal  S uperintende n l . 


WHINNEY  HOUSE  HOSPITAL. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1942. 
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Patient  Days  in  1942. 


Males 

8089 

Bed -patient  days 

P'emales 

7754 

(Av.  28.9  beds) 

Children 

426 

Total  

..  16269 

Average  Duration  of  stay  in  Hospital. 

All  cases 124-2 

(excluding  patients  in  residence  under  28  days=  136:6) 

Average  Number  of  Beds  Occupied. 

f Males 22-12 

44-57  <[  Females  21-24 

I Children  1-16 


The  normal  available  beds  have  remained  at  48  (27  males  and  21  females) 
throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  the  first  four  months,  when  owing  to  a 
greater  number  of  female  patients  requiring  treatment,  one  of  the  male  5 bedded 
wards  was  utilised  for  female  patients. 

Beds  are  used  for  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  principally,  and 
for  observation  of  doubtful  cases.  Patients  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis (other  than  orthopaedic  tuberculosis)  are  occasionally  admitted  when 
necessity  arrives. 

Hospital  Treatment. 

(a)  Artificial  Pneumothorax. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  continues  to  be  the  most  satisfactory  method 
of  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  those  cases  suitable  for  this  form  of 
therapy.  Unfortunately  the  majority  of  cases  are  too  far  advanced  in  their  disease 
on  admission  to  hospital  for  this  treatment  to  be  applied. 

During  1942,  29  new  cases  (10  males  and  1 9 females)  were  induced  in  the  hospital. 
Three  males  and  1 female  case  induced  elsewhere  continued  their  treatment  at  the 


hospital  as  out-patients.  These,  together  with  3 

7 old  patients  were 

Males  Females 

given  881  refills 

Total 

Cases  under  treatment  1/1/42 

20 

17 

37 

Cases  induced  in  Hospital  ... 

10 

19 

29 

Cases  induced  elsewhere 

3 . 

1 

4 

Cases  terminated  during  the  year 

12 

9 

21 

Cases  still  under  treatment  31/12/42 

21 

28 

49 

The  reason  for  terminating  treatment  in  21  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

M ales  F cmales 

(1)  Disease  arrested  2 3 

(2)  Inadequate  collapse  5 1 

(3)  Removed 2 1 

(4)  Complication  1 4 

(5)  Died  2 — 

The  number  of  refills  given  during  the  year  was  881  (Hospital  in-patients  302, 
out-patients  579). 

(b)  “Gold”  Treatment. 

Owing  to  indefinite  or  poor  results  of  treatment  by  gold  salts,  less  and  less 
reliance  is  being  placed  on  this  form  of  therapy. 

During  the  year  only  6 patients  were  treated.  In  one  case  the  result  could  be 
classed  as  good,  in  two  there  was  some  improvement,  in  two  there  was  little  or  no 
change,  and  in  one  the  patient  was  rather  worse  following  the  course  of  treatment 
due  to  the  onset  of  diarrhoea. 

(c)  Surgical  Treatment. 

Patients  requiring  surgical  treatment  of  a minor  character  are  treated  by  Mr. 
Geo.  A.  Mason,  P.R.C.S.,  in  the  operating  theatre  at  Sheriff  Hill  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  In  the  case  of  major  surgical  requirements,  patients  continue  to  be  sent 
to  the  department  of  Thoracic  Surgery  at  Shotley  Bridge  F/mergeucy  Plospital, 
where  they  are  operated  upon  by  the  same  surgeon. 
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The  following  cases  from  Whinney  House  Hospital  were  dealt  with  by  Mr. 
Mason  during  the  year  : — - 

(a)  At  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital. 

Males  Females 


(1)  Division  of  adhesion  to 

complete  a pneumothorax  3*  6 

(2)  Phrenic  nerve  crushing  1 1 

(3)  Thorascoscopy  1*  — 

(4)  Drainage  for  Pyopneumothorax  ft  — 

* One  patient  had  both  operations.  f this  patient  had  two  operations. 

(b)  At  Shotley  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital. 

Thoracoplasty  .. . 3 

Investigation  for  T.B.  Pericarditis  ■ — 1 


X-Ray  Department. 

The  X-ray  apparatus  at  this  hospital  is  used  for  both  hospital  and  out-patients. 
Included  in  the  latter  are  large  numbers  of  non -tuberculous  patients  from  the 
orthopaedic  department,  dental  clinics,  and  for  the  Ministry  of  labour  and  National 
Service,  under  the  special  arrangements. 


(a)  Hospital  Cases  415 

(b)  Dispensary  Cases  1640 
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Staff  of  Hospital. 

(a)  Resident  Medical  Officer  (Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer). 

(b)  Nursing  Staff — Matron,  1 sister  (both  S.R.X.),  2 assistant  nurses,  .'>  probationer  nurses. 

(c)  Domestic  Staff — 1 cook,  1 kitchen  maid,  2 house-maids,  2 ward-maids,  and  1 dining-room  maid. 

(d)  Male  Staff — 1 Gardener,  L Porter  (resident). 

1 under-gardener  (non-resident). 

Cost  of  Maintenance.  (Year  ending  31/3/43). 

Actual  Expenditure  (less  loan  charges)  £881) — £6307. 

Cost  per  bed — per  annum — £131  - 8 - Od. 

Cost  per  patient  per  day — 7/9d.  (£2  - 10  - 6d.  per  week). 


vS.  D.  ROWLANDS,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy., 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Resident  Medical  Officer. 

BENSHAM  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

Table  of  Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths.  1942. 
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Patient  Days  in  1942 — 72,677. 

Beds  occupied — Average  199  ; Maximum  (April)  219  ; Minimum  (August)  182. 


Chargeability  of  patients  admitted. 

1.  Ordinary  cases  from  the  Borough  2351 

2.  Public  Assistance  Sick  from  the  County  Area  20 

3.  E.M.S.  Borough  Cases  59 

4.  E.M.S.  County  Cases  35 

5.  ’ Ordinary  cases  from  other  areas 249 

6.  Service  cases  27 
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In  the  last  pre-war  year,  the  number  of  admissions  to  the  sick  wards  of  the 
High  Teams  Institution  was  1,073,  including  32  maternity  patients  and  26  babies 
born.  The  growth  in  popularity  began  in  1939  with  the  use  of  the  sick  wards  as 
an  emergency  hospital  and  a great  stimulus  was  given  to  this  tendency  through  the 
initiation  of  the  Bensham  General  Hospital  by  the  appropriation  of  the  sick  wards 
in  1941.  A comparison  of  the  figures  shows  that  the  number  of  admissions  has 
trebled,  and  been  accompanied  by  a great  alteration  in  the  categories  of  patients 
admitted.  Mental  cases  are  not  now  received  in  the  hospital,  while  the  acute 
surgical  work  has  become  a main  feature  of  the  hospital,  as  has  also  the  maternity 
work. 

These  developments  have  meant  the  extension  of  the  staff  numerically  and  also 
qualitatively,  appointments  having  been  made  of  a lady  almoner,  a radiographer, 
a part-time  masseuse  and  additional  porters.  Then  too,  as  a result  of  an  application 
made  in  1941,  the  approval  of  the  hospital  as  a training  school  affiliated  to  the 
vSunderland  Royal  Infirmary  is  likely  to  be  changed  in  the  near  future  to  complete 
approval  for  the  course  of  training  for  the  general  part  of  the  register,  a factor  which 
will  have  a further  effect  in  reducing  the  period  of  probationership  for  a nurse  from 
four  years  to  three. 

The  lack  of  a suitable  out-patient  and  reception  department  in  the  hospital 
continues  to  be  a grave  handicap  and  despite  every  representation,  approval  of  the 
construction  of  such  a department  was  withheld  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Accord- 
ingly the  X-ray  department,  such  as  it  is,  has  had  to  be  used  for  a dual  purpose, 
that  is,  as  an  extemporised  out-patient  department  in  addition  to  the  designated 
purpose . 

The  approval  as  a complete  training  school  is  conditional  upon  certain  altera- 
tions being  undertaken  in  the  old  nurses’  home  to  improve  the  tuition  facilities, 
and  will  have  effect  on  their  completion. 

Despite  all  these  difficulties,  which  are,  in  part,  insoluble,  the  hospital  has 
emerged  through  the  period  of  active  reorganisation  with  a vast  amount  of  useful 
and  honourable  service  to  its  credit,  and  this  is  appreciated  most  of  all  by  the  patients 
who  have  been  cured  or  relieved  of  their  disabilities. 

The  following  summary  of  the  clinical  conditions  dealt  with  is  of  interest  : — 


Medical  Cases. 

Infectious  Diseases  13 

Influenza  98 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 66 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  30 

Cancers,  mostly  of  the  inoperable  type  37 

Acute  Rheumatism  24 

Chronic  Arthritis  32 

Senile  Decay 89 

Senile  Dementia  30 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  including 

Pneumonia  104 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  97 

Diseases  of  the  Gastro-Intestinal  Tract  79 

Skin  Cases,  Impetigo,  Dermatitis,  etc 74 

Scabies  128 

Genito- Urinary  83 

Unclassified  Cases 112 
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Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  have  always  been 
admitted  to  this  hospital.  Until  February  of  this  year,  however,  the  treatment  and 
supervision  of  these  cases  has  been  outside  the  sphere  of  the  clinical  tuberculosis 
officer.  After  appropriation  certain  beds  were  set  aside  specifically  for  the  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  under  the  clinical  charge  of  the  tuberculosis  officer. 

There  are  8 beds  for  women  in  the  central  block  and  12  beds  for  men  in  Block  B. 
A variable  number  of  beds  are  also  available  for  non-infectious  tuberculous  children 
in  the  children’s  wards.  Extra  beds  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  been 
available  in  addition  as  required  in  the  ordinary  surgical  wards. 

The  types  of  pulmonary  disease  admitted  in  general  have  been  those  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  the  disease  and  unsuitable  for  sanatorium  and  those  whose  home 
conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  Other  cases  are  admitted  for  observation  and  diagnosis, 
X-ray  facilities  being  available. 

Treatment  during  the  year  has,  in  the  majority  of  patients,  been  symptomatic 
with  complete  bed  rest.  Three  cases  of  artificial  pneumothorax  were  attempted 
but  only  one  was  successful. 
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For  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  every  surgical  facility  is  available,  including, 
if  required,  the  services  of  the  visiting  orthopaedic  surgeon. 


Surgical  Cases. 

Orthopaedic  Cases  182 

Amputations  17 

Dislocations  13 

Fractures  reduced  under  anaesthetic  88 

Smith  Patterson  Nails  3 

Miscellaneous,  such  as  tendon  lengthening,  osteoclosis, 

talipes,  etc 58 

Abdominal  Section  226 

Hernia,  of  which  12  were  strangulated  86 

Appendicectomy  65 

Gall  Bladders,  excision,  etc 12 

Gastro-Jejunostomy  6 

Ruptured  Ulcers  8 

Pyloric  Stenosis  (infantile)  1 

Colostomy  3 

Volvulus  1 

Genito-Urinary  25 

Frostectomy  10 

Supra  pubic  Cystostomy  9 

Orchidectomv  6 

Hydrocele  16 

Excision  of  Kidneys  1 

Nephrolithotomy  2 

Varicocele  2 

Undescended  Testicle  1 

Haemorrhoids  26 

Miscellaneous  Accidents  115 

Operations  on  the  Thyroid  and  ligatures  4 

Mastoids  3 

Amputation  of  the  Breasts  3 

Tonsillectomy  8 

1000 

Gynaecological  Cases. 

Colporrliaphy  10 

Oophorectomy  5 

Hysterectomy  12 

Ruptured  Ectopic  Gestation  5 

Dilatation  and  Curettage  47 

— 79 


Total  1079 


There  were  altogether  855  major  operations,  241  being  carried  out  by  the 
visiting  surgeon  and  614  by  the  resident  surgeon. 

Maternity  Cases. 

Altogether  380  pregnant  women  were  admitted  and  there  were  263  deliveries, 
207  by  midwives  and  56  by  the  medical  staff.  In  the  midwives’  cases,  the  medical 
staff  were  called  in  on  50  occasions,  mostly  to  attend  to  ruptured  perineums.  There 
were  9 Caesarian  sections,  14  stillbirths  and  6 twins. 

69  patients  were  admitted  for  treatment  of  antenatal  diseases  incidental  to 
pregnancy  and  for  treatment  of  miscarriages,  and  some  of  these  are  already  listed 
in  the  gynaecological  table  already  given. 

The  following  figures  show  the  change  that  has  been  taking  place  in  the  fise  of 
this  maternity  department  : — 

Year  Deliveries 

1939  35 

1940  49 

1941  121 

1942  263 

In  addition,  roughly  48  pregnant  women  were  admitted  for  observation  of 
diseases  not  incidental  to  pregnancy.  The  findings  in  these  cases  are  included  in 
the  medical  and  surgical  lists. 

X-ray  Department. 

This  entirely  depends  on  the  use  of  a portable  100  m.a.  set,  which  is  on  loan 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  emergency  hospital  purposes.  Unfortunately  it 
is  not  powerful  enough  to  do  gastro -intestinal  work  with  the  result  that  this  type 
of  case  is  being  referred  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  for  X-ray  examination. 
Nevertheless  great  use  was  made  of  the  apparatus,  a total  of  1,704  films  having 
been  taken  and  of  these  814  cases  were  referred  to  the  out-patients  department. 
During  the  year  Miss  M.  McHwen  was  appointed  as  radiographer  and  prior  to  her 
appointment  some  of  the  work  was  done  part  time  by  a radiographer  on  loan  from 
Durham  County  Council. 
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The  Ministry  of  Health,  during  the  year,  had  under  consideration  a proposal 
to  install  a 200  in. a.  fixed  X-ray  set  in  Bensham  Hospital,  but  on  account  of  the 
expense  of  laying  the  necessary  cables  and  also  the  future  opening  of  the  new 
General  Hospital,  the  project  was  abandoned. 


Out-Patient  Department. 

Although  there  is  no  part  of  the  hospital  specifically  given  over  to  this  purpose 
the  number  of  out-patients  treated  continues  to  increase.  In  1042,  2,635 patients  were 
handled,  with  the  result  that  the  examinations  have  to  be  carried  out  in  the  X-ray 
suite  and  that  patients  have  to  wait  in  the  corridor.  This  is  extremely  bad  for  the 
staff  and  patients,  and  at  times  the  position  is  rather  chaotic.  Of  the  total  number 
of  out-patients  .seen,  198  were  patients  discharged  and  attending  for  after  care, 
210  were  patients  seen  by  doctors  for  consultation  and  120  were  patients  admitted 
for  emergency  treatment.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  6,450,  the  bulk  of 
these  being  cases  requiring  minor  surgery. 


Physio-Therapy. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  masseuse,  who  was  appointed  for  the  Focal 
Authority  Orthopaedic  Scheme,  gave  a large  proportion  of  her  time  to  the  general 
work  of  the  hospital,  but  with  the  institution  of  the  local  authority  scheme,  the 
amount  of  time  that  she  can  spare  for  this  purpose  has  gradually  been  reduced, 
so  that  she  is  restricted  mainly  to  the  follow-up  of  the  local  authority  orthopaedic 
cases  which  come  into  Bensham  Hospital  under  the  orthopaedic  surgeon.  An 
additional  part-time  blind  masseuse  was  appointed  during  the  year  to  give  massage 
and  physio-tlierapeutic  treatment  every  forenoon. 


Medical  Staff. 

The  medical  staff, which  is  set  out  below,  contains  the  following  new  appoint- 
ments : — 

Dr.  Arnold  Heymann,  formerly  resident  surgical  officer,  was  utilised  mainly 
as  a radiographer  and  casualty  surgeon  and  his  place  as  resident  surgical  officer 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Henderson.  Dr,  Heymann  left  the  service  of  the  hospital  coincident 
with  the  appointment  of  a radiographer  and  Mr.  Henderson  was  subsequently 
appointed  whole-time  surgical  officer  and  given  his  own  choice  of  whether  he  remained 
resident  or  lived  outside  the  hospital.  The  hospital  carries  two  house  appointments, 
which  were  filled  by  Dr.  Ian  Appleby,  Dr.  S.  Cordon,  Dr.  H.  B.  Mine  bin  and  Dr. 
D.  M.  Brinsley,  each  for  a period  of  six  months.  Dr.  H.  Robinson  was  due  to  take 
up  duty  early  in  1943. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  visiting  surgeon,  in  the  course  of  the  year 
Mr.  J . Brum  well  was  forced  to  devote  his  time  mainly  to  another  hospital  to  which 
he  holds  an  E-M.S.  appointment,  and,  temporarily,  for  the  rest  of  the  war,  Mr.  VS. 
V.  Feggetter  is  acting  in  place  of  Mr.  Brum  well,  who  has  not,  however,  relinquished 
his  appointment. 

Medical  Superintendent F.  F.  Westrope,  M.D.,  Dur.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 

Ed.,  F.R.F.P.S.  Glas. 

Surgical  Staff.  Consulting  Hours. 

Consulting  Surgeon  ...P\  C.  Pybus,  F.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  M.S.  Dur., 

M.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.P.  Fond.  

Visiting  Surgeons  . . . J . Brum  well,  M.  B . , B .S. , Dur. , F.  R.C.S. 

Eng.  Wednesday  and 

S.  Y.  Feggetter,  M.S.  Dur.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Saturday  at 
F.R.C.S.  Eng.  10  a.m. 

Resident  Surgeon  ...J.  Henderson,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.  R.C.S.  Eng.  Daily  at  10a.m. 


Visiting  Radiologist  D.  Ramage,  M.D.,  D.M.R.E-  Monday  and 

Thursday  at  9.30 

Visiting  Orthopaedic  a.m. 

Surgeon J.  K.  Stanger,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.  

Consulting  Thoracic  G.  A.  Mason,  M.B.,  B.S.  Dur., 

Surgeon F.R.C.S.  Eng. 
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Consulting  Neuro- 
logical Surgeon 

o o 

Consulting  Throat, 
Nose,  and  Bar 
Surgeon 

Anaesthetists 


G.  F.  Rowbotham,  B.Sc.,  F.R.C.S. 

. Bng. 

F.  C.  McGuckin,  M.D.  Dur.,  F.R.C.S. 
Bdin. 

,W.  J.  Phillips,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.vSc.,  D.A 
J.  R.  Murray,  M.B.,  B.S. 


Medical  Staff. 

Visiting  Physicians  W.  B-  Hume,  C.M.G.,  M.A.,  M.D., 

F.R.C.P.  Rond. 

C.  N.  Armstrong,  M.D.,  Dur.,  M.R.C.P. 
Bond . 

Resident  Medical  Officer,  G.  A.  Sharpe,  M.B.,  B.S. 


Thursday  at 
10  a. in. 

Tuesday  at 
10  a.m. 

Daily  at  10  a. m. 


Nursing  and  Domestic  Staff. 

During  the  year  an  establishment  was  fixed  for  the  nursing  staff  of  the  hospital. 
This  is  to  comprise  the  following  members  : — 

1 matron,  1 assistant  matron,  1 sister  tutor,  1 home  sister,  1 night  superintendent, 
nurse,  1 night  sister,  1 theatre  sister,  10  ward  sisters  (including  2 maternity  sisters), 
10  staff  nurses,  62  probationers,  i.e.  6 administrative  sisters  plus  82  nurses. 

The  domestic  staff  was  similarly  fixed  at  s— 1 cook,  1 assistant  cook,  2 kitchen 
maids,  10  table  and  room  maids  and  20  ward  maids. 

The  accommodation  available  in  the  hospital  for  the  nursing  staff  consists  of 
45  rooms  in  a new  nurses’  home  and  19  rooms  in  the  old  home  together  with  some 
bedrooms  in  the  upper  storeys  of  the  central  administrative  block.  The  accommoda- 
tion in  the  last  two  departments  is  not  yet  finally  fixed. 

With  regard  to  the  training  of  nurses,  five  student  nurses  sat  the  final  examina- 
tion and  passed,  three  nurses  passed  the  preliminary  examination,  sitting  for  the 
first  time  and  three  passed  sitting  for  the  second  time.  Two  other  nurses  passed  in 
part  2 only. 

Ancillary  Staff. 

In  addition  to  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  the  following  persons  were  employed 
at  the  end  of  the  year — 1 almoner  shared  with  the  health  department  and  1 almoner’s 
clerk,  1 steward  and  1 hospital  clerk,  1 dispenser,  1 ambulance  driver,  6 hospital 
orderlies  and  1 sewing  mistress. 

Accommodation  of  Hospital. 

It  was  obvious  during  the  year  that  the  accommodation  included  within  the 
hospital  and  reckoned  to  be  451  beds  was  an  exaggeration  and  applied  only  to  such 
emergencies  as  the  reception  of  air  raid  casualties.  Accordingly  at  the  end  of  the 
year  a recommendation  was  submitted  for  a planned  reorganisation  of  the  wards 
as  and  when  the  nursing  staff  was  recruited  to  the  establishment  laid  down  above. 

The  following  revised  figures  are  therefore  included  and  these  depend  on  the 
use  of  the  ward  blocks  for  male  and  female  patients  on  opposite  sides  of  the  central 
corridor  rather  than  the  previous  practice  which  was  to  house  male  patients  in 
block  a and  b and  the  female  patients  in  block  c and  d.  The  revised  arrangements 
therefore  were  : — 

Block  A (Downstairs)— Medical  nursing  unit  for  males  and  females  giving  36  beds. 

Block  A (Upstairs) — Medical  and  skin  ward  for  males  and  females  giving  36  beds. 

Block  B (Downstairs)— Surgical  ward  for  males  and  females  giving  36  beds. 

Block  B (Upstairs) — A ward  for  Tuberculosis,  males  and  females,  giving  22  beds. 

Block  C (Downstairs) — Surgical  ward  for  males  and  females  giving  36  beds. 

Block  C (Upstairs)- — The  west  wing  to  be  used  for  14  maternity  cases  in  the  main  ward  and  4 ante- 
natal cases  in  the  annexe— the  east  wing  to  be  used  as  a nursery  for  20  infants. 

Block  D (Downstairs)- — Surgical  Ward  for  males  and  females  giving  36  beds. 

Block  D (Upstairs) — Medical  ward  for  males  and  females  giving  36  beds. 

Block  I — War<l  f°r  chronic  and  infirm  males  and  females — 100  beds. 
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The  total  accommodation  thus  provided  is  : — 

108  beds  in  three  surgical  nursing  units  of  30  beds  each. 
108  beds  in  three  medical  nursing  units  of  30  beds  each. 
20  maternity  beds  and  20  nursery  beds. 

22  beds  for  tuberculosis. 


204  beds  and  20  nursery  beds  in  Block  A — D. 

100  beds  for  chronic  cases  in  Block  I. 

364 

These  numbers  will  still  admit  of  some  overcrowding  for  emergency  purposes 
and  for  the  reception  of  air  raid  casualties. 

Costs  of  Hospital. 

The  cost  of  the  hospital  for  year  ended  31st  March,  1943,  less  loan  charges 
(£1,820)  was  ,£29,520.  The  cost  per  patient  day  was  8/ld. 

The  charges  for  maintenance  are  6/6d.  per  day  for  Gateshead  residents  and 
patients  coming  within  the  agreed  scheme  with  Durham  County  Council  and  8/- 
per  day  for  non-residents. 

The  maternity  fee  was  £3  for  a stay  of  not  more  than  14  days. 

The  ambulances  made  1,984  journeys  and  the  total  mileage — 8,257. 


b.  b.  WESTROPK,  M.D.,  b-R.C.S., 

M edical  Superintendent. 


